
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

December 8, 2020
6:30 PM

1. ROLL CALL

2. READING OF MINUTES

3. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR & HEADS OF 
DEPARTMENTS AND INTERESTED PARTIES AND CITY 
CLERK’S NOTES

3.A CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM OECD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DATED
NOVEMBER 25 AND NOVEMBER 30, 2020 REGARDING COVID-19
REIMBURSEMENTS THROUGH LACKAWANNA COUNTY CARES ACT FUNDING.

Correspondence received from OECD dated November 25 & November
30, 2020 COVID-19.pdf

3.B CHECK RECEIVED FROM LACKAWANNA COUNTY IN THE AMOUNT OF
$326,203.37 FOR COVID-19 RELIEF BLOCK GRANT REIMBURSEMENT. 

Check received from Lackawanna County COVID-19 Relief Block
Grant Reimbursement.pdf

3.C CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO MAYOR PAIGE G. COGNETTI DATED NOVEMBER
30, 2020 REGARDING ORDINANCE FOR ENGAGEMENT OF PORTNOFF LAW
ASSOCIATES, LTD. 

Correspondence sent to Mayor Paige G. Cognetti re Portnoff Law
Associates 11-30-2020.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764546/Correspondence_received_from_OECD_dated_November_25___November_30__2020_COVID-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764546/Correspondence_received_from_OECD_dated_November_25___November_30__2020_COVID-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764557/Check_received_from_Lackawanna_County_COVID-19_Relief_Block_Grant_Reimbursement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764557/Check_received_from_Lackawanna_County_COVID-19_Relief_Block_Grant_Reimbursement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764309/Correspondence_sent_to_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_re_Portnoff_Law_Associates_11-30-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764309/Correspondence_sent_to_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_re_Portnoff_Law_Associates_11-30-2020.pdf


3.D CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO MAYOR PAIGE G. COGNETTI DATED NOVEMBER
30, 2020 REGARDING CLOSING DISBURSEMENTS TAX AND REVENUE
ANTICIPATION NOTE FOR 2021. 

Correspondence sent to Mayor Paige G. Cognetti re Closing
Disbursements TAN 2021.pdf

3.E LACKAWANNA COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS ORDER DATED NOVEMBER
30, 2020 REGARDING CITY OF SCRANTON REQUEST TO TRANSITION TO
PAYROLL PREPARATION TAX. 

Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas 11-30-2020.pdf

3.F SINGLE TAX OFFICE CITY FUNDS DISTRIBUTED COMPARISON REPORT YEAR
TO DATE 2019-2020 NOVEMBER 30, 2020. 

Single Tax Office City Funds Distributed November 2019-2020.pdf

3.G CITY OF SCRANTON 2021 OPERATING BUDGET SUMMARY OF NEW
POSITIONS/JOB DESCRIPTIONS RECEIVED NOVEMBER 20, 2020.  

Summary of New Positions 2021 Operating Budget.pdf

3.H MINUTES OF THE SCRANTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD
NOVEMBER 4, 2020.  

Scranton Redevelopment Authority Meeting Minutes 11-04-2020.pdf

3.I FUEL CARD ANALYSIS RECEIVED FROM OFFICE OF THE CITY CONTROLLER
FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 24 THROUGH NOVEMBER 23, 2020.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764326/Correspondence_sent_to_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_re_Closing_Disbursements_TAN_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764326/Correspondence_sent_to_Mayor_Paige_G._Cognetti_re_Closing_Disbursements_TAN_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764265/Lackawanna_County_Court_of_Common_Pleas_11-30-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764327/Single_Tax_Office_City_Funds_Distributed_November_2019-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764577/Summary_of_New_Positions_2021_Operating_Budget.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764583/Scranton_Redevelopment_Authority_Meeting_Minutes_11-04-2020.pdf


Fuel Card Analysis received from City Controller dated
11-23-2020.pdf

3.J MINUTES OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER
5, 2020. 

Civil Service Commission Meeting Minutes 11-05-2020.pdf

4. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

5. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS,
APPOINTMENT AND/OR RE-APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS MOTIONS & REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

5.A MOTIONS. 

5.B FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM
BRAYER’S TOWING LOCATED AT 1013 FERDINAND STREET, SCRANTON, PA
FOR THE USE OF A PORTABLE LIGHT STAND USED TO ILLUMINATE THE
KEYSER VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER PARKING LOT WHICH SERVED AS A
POLLING LOCATION THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 3, 2020, ELECTION DAY. 

Resolution-2020 Donation from Brayer's Towing.pdf

5.C FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – ACCEPTING DONATIONS PROVIDED
TO THE CITY TO AID IN THE CITY’S RESPONSE TO ITS EFFORTS TO
COMBAT THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

Resolution-2020 Accepting Donations to Combat COVID-19
Outbreak.pdf

5.D FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND
OTHER APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AND ENTER INTO A
MASTER LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SCRANTON,
HEREINAFTER DESIGNATED (“LESSOR”) AND CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A
VERIZON WIRELESS, WITH ITS PRINCIPAL OFFICES AT ONE VERIZON
WAY, MAIL STOP 4AW100, BASKING RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 07920
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764923/Fuel_Card_Analysis_received_from_City_Controller_dated_11-23-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764923/Fuel_Card_Analysis_received_from_City_Controller_dated_11-23-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/767771/Civil_Service_Commission_Meeting_Minutes_11-05-2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764344/Resolution-2020_Donation_from_Brayer_s_Towing.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764347/Resolution-2020_Accepting_Donations_to_Combat_COVID-19_Outbreak.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764347/Resolution-2020_Accepting_Donations_to_Combat_COVID-19_Outbreak.pdf


(“LESSEE”) TO LEASE SPACE TO LESSEE WITH RESPECT TO PARTICULAR
SITES AT WHICH LESSEE WISHES TO INSTALL, MAINTAIN, AND OPERATE,
SMALL CELL COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, AS WELL AS ANY AND ALL
NECESSARY LEASE SUPPLEMENTS OUTLINED HEREIN.  

Resolution-2020 Master Lease Agreement with Verizon
Wireless.pdf

5.E FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – CEREMONIOUSLY DEDICATING “JOE
BIDEN WAY” AT THE INTERSECTION OF NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE AND
FISK STREET IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT-ELECT JOE BIDEN. 

Resolution-2020 Dedicating Joe Biden Way N. Washington &
Fisk.pdf

5.F FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – APPOINTMENT OF JOHN JUDGE,
915 ELECTRIC STREET, SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, 18509, TO THE
POSITION OF SCRANTON FIRE CHIEF EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 30, 2020. 

Resolution-2020 Appt. John Judge Scranton Fire Chief.pdf

5.G FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – APPOINTMENT OF ALEX MOLFETAS,
119 PENN AVENUE, SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, 18503, AS A MEMBER OF
THE SCRANTON PARKING AUTHORITY EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 24, 2020. 
ALEX MOLFETAS WILL BE REPLACING THOMAS TANSITS WHOSE TERM
EXPIRED.  ALEX MOLFETAS WILL BE APPOINTED TO A FIVE (5) YEAR
TERM EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 24, 2020 AND WILL EXPIRE ON JUNE 1,
2025.  

Resolution-2020 Appt. Alex Molfetas to Scranton Parking
Authority.pdf

5.H FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND
OTHER APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS TO ACCEPT ON BEHALF OF THE
CITY OF SCRANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT A GRANT FROM THE PNC
FOUNDATION FOR FAIR AND IMPARTIAL POLICE TRAINING PROGRAM IN
THE AMOUNT OF SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED ($7,500.00) DOLLARS. 

Resolution-2020 Grant SPD from PNC Foundation $7500.00.pdf

6. CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES - READING BY TITLE
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764354/Resolution-2020_Master_Lease_Agreement_with_Verizon_Wireless.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764354/Resolution-2020_Master_Lease_Agreement_with_Verizon_Wireless.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764357/Resolution-2020_Dedicating_Joe_Biden_Way_N._Washington___Fisk.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764357/Resolution-2020_Dedicating_Joe_Biden_Way_N._Washington___Fisk.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764358/Resolution-2020_Appt._John_Judge_Scranton_Fire_Chief.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764360/Resolution-2020_Appt._Alex_Molfetas_to_Scranton_Parking_Authority.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/764360/Resolution-2020_Appt._Alex_Molfetas_to_Scranton_Parking_Authority.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/767776/Resolution-2020_Grant_SPD_from_PNC_Foundation__7500.00.pdf


6.A READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 38, 2020 - AN
ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 6, 1976 ENTITLED
"AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) IMPOSING A TAX FOR GENERAL REVENUE
PURPOSES ON THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY SITUATE WITHIN THE
CITY OF SCRANTON; PRESCRIBING AND REGULATING THE METHOD OF
EVIDENCING THE PAYMENT OF SUCH TAX; CONFERRING POWERS AND
IMPOSING DUTIES UPON CERTAIN PERSONS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES",
BY IMPOSING THE RATE OF THE REALTY TRANSFER TAX AT TWO AND TWO
TENTHS PERCENT (2.2%) FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL
REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER.  

Ordinance-2020 Realty Transfer Tax 2021.pdf

6.B READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 39, 2020 - AN
ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 148, 1986,
ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 98,
1976, AS AMENDED, AND IMPOSING A MERCANTILE LICENSE TAX OF 2
MILLS FOR THE YEAR 1987 AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER UPON PERSONS
ENGAGING IN CERTAIN OCCUPATIONS AND BUSINESSES THEREIN;
PROVIDING FOR ITS LEVY AND COLLECTION AND FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
MERCANTILE LICENSES; CONFERRING AND IMPOSING POWERS AND DUTIES
UPON THE TAX COLLECTOR OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON; AND IMPOSING
PENALTIES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1987", BY IMPOSING THE
MERCANTILE LICENSE TAX AT ONE (1) MILL (.001) FOR CALENDAR YEAR
2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT
ANNUALLY THEREAFTER. 

Ordinance-2020 Mercantile License Tax 2021.pdf

6.C READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 40, 2020 - AN
ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 147, 1986,
ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE GENERAL REVENUE BY
IMPOSING A TAX AT THE RATE OF TWO (2) MILLS UPON THE PRIVILEGE
OF OPERATING OR CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE CITY OF SCRANTON AS
MEASURED BY THE GROSS RECEIPTS THEREFROM; REQUIRING
REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT OF THE TAX AS CONDITION TO THE
CONDUCTING OF SUCH BUSINESS; PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND
COLLECTION OF SUCH TAX; PRESCRIBING SUCH REQUIREMENTS FOR
RETURNS AND RECORDS; CONFERRING POWERS AND DUTIES UPON THE TAX
COLLECTOR; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES", BY IMPOSING THE BUSINESS
PRIVILEGE TAX AT THE RATE OF ONE (1) MILL (.001) FOR CALENDAR
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761455/Ordinance-2020_Realty_Transfer_Tax_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761462/Ordinance-2020_Mercantile_License_Tax_2021.pdf


YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT
ANNUALLY THEREAFTER. 

Ordinance-2020 Business Privilege Tax 2021.pdf

6.D READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 41, 2020 – AN
ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 11, 1976, ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) ENACTING, IMPOSING A TAX FOR GENERAL
REVENUE PURPOSES IN THE AMOUNT OF TWO PERCENT (2%) ON EARNED
INCOME AND NET PROFITS ON PERSONS, INDIVIDUALS, ASSOCIATIONS
AND BUSINESSES WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON, OR
NON-RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON, FOR WORK DONE, SERVICES
PERFORMED OR BUSINESS CONDUCTED WITHIN THE CITY OF SCRANTON,
REQUIRING THE FILING OF RETURNS BY TAXPAYERS SUBJECT TO THE
TAX; REQUIRING EMPLOYERS TO COLLECT THE TAX AT SOURCE;
PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF
THE SAID TAX; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATIONS”, BY
RE-ENACTING THE IMPOSITION OF THE WAGE TAX AT TWO AND FOUR
TENTHS (2.4%) PERCENT ON EARNED INCOME FOR RESIDENTS AND ONE
(1%) PERCENT ON EARNED INCOME FOR NON-RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF
SCRANTON, FOR WORK DONE, SERVICES PERFORMED OR BUSINESS
CONDUCTED WITHIN THE CITY OF SCRANTON FOR THE YEAR 2021 AND THE
SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER.

Ordinance-2020 Earned Income Tax 2021.pdf

6.E READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 42, 2020 – AN
ORDINANCE – AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 100, 1976,
ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) LEVYING GENERAL AND SPECIAL
TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977”, BY SETTING THE MILLAGE FOR THE
YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT
ANNUALLY THEREAFTER.

Ordinance-2020 Millage Tax Rate 2021.pdf

7. FINAL READING OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761472/Ordinance-2020_Business_Privilege_Tax_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761473/Ordinance-2020_Earned_Income_Tax_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761478/Ordinance-2020_Millage_Tax_Rate_2021.pdf


7.A FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT -
FOR ADOPTION – RESOLUTION NO. 102, 2020 – RATIFYING AND
APPROVING OF THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF THE GRANT
APPLICATION BY THE CITY OF SCRANTON, ON BEHALF OF SCRANTON
CULTURAL CENTER AT THE MASONIC TEMPLE TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA ACTING THROUGH THE COMMONWEALTH FINANCING
AUTHORITY FOR A LOCAL SHARE ACCOUNT GRANT, PURSUANT TO THE PA
RACE HORSE DEVELOPMENT AND GAMING ACT IN THE AMOUNT OF
$95,928.00 FOR THE PROJECT TO BE KNOWN AS “COVID-19 PUBLIC
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND SECURITY UPGRADE”  LOCATED AT 420 N.
WASHINGTON AVENUE, SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, AND AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR AND OTHER APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS OF THE CITY OF
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF SUCCESSFUL, AND
EXECUTE AND ENTER INTO A LOCAL SHARE ACCOUNT GRANT CONTRACT AND
COMMITMENT LETTER WITH THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA TO
ACCEPT AND UTILIZE THE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $95,928.00
AWARDED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR SUCH PROJECT.  

Resolution-2020 LSA Grant Cultural Center at the Masonic
Temple.pdf

8. ADJOURNMENT

7

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761486/Resolution-2020_LSA_Grant_Cultural_Center_at_the_Masonic_Temple.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/761486/Resolution-2020_LSA_Grant_Cultural_Center_at_the_Masonic_Temple.pdf
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