
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

December 1, 2020
6:30 PM

1. ROLL CALL

2. READING OF MINUTES

3. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR & HEADS OF 
DEPARTMENTS AND INTERESTED PARTIES AND CITY 
CLERK’S NOTES

3.A CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM DPW DIRECTOR DATED NOVEMBER 20,
2020 REGARDING RESOLUTION NO. 49, 2020 EQUIPMENT TO THE CITY
FROM KEYSTONE SANITARY LANDFILL.

Correspondence received from DPW Director dated 11-20-2020.pdf

3.B LACKAWANNA COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS ORDER DATED NOVEMBER 5,
2020 REGARDING CITY OF SCRANTON REQUEST TO INCREASE LOCAL
SERVICES TAX FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020.

Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas LST Tax.pdf

3.C CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM OECD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DATED
NOVEMBER 24, 2020 REGARDING COVID-19 REIMBURSEMENTS THROUGH
LACKAWANNA COUNTY CARES ACT FUNDING.  

Correspondence received from OECD dated November 24, 2020
COVID-19.pdf

4. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION
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5. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS,
APPOINTMENT AND/OR RE-APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS MOTIONS & REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

5.A MOTIONS.

5.B FOR INTRODUCTION - AN ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 6, 1976 ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) IMPOSING A TAX
FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES ON THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY
SITUATE WITHIN THE CITY OF SCRANTON; PRESCRIBING AND REGULATING
THE METHOD OF EVIDENCING THE PAYMENT OF SUCH TAX; CONFERRING
POWERS AND IMPOSING DUTIES UPON CERTAIN PERSONS, AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES", BY IMPOSING THE RATE OF THE REALTY TRANSFER TAX AT
TWO AND TWO TENTHS PERCENT (2.2%) FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021 AND
THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER.  

Ordinance-2020 Realty Transfer Tax 2021.pdf

5.C FOR INTRODUCTION - AN ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 148, 1986, ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE
COUNCIL NO. 98, 1976, AS AMENDED, AND IMPOSING A MERCANTILE
LICENSE TAX OF 2 MILLS FOR THE YEAR 1987 AND ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER UPON PERSONS ENGAGING IN CERTAIN OCCUPATIONS AND
BUSINESSES THEREIN; PROVIDING FOR ITS LEVY AND COLLECTION AND
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF MERCANTILE LICENSES; CONFERRING AND
IMPOSING POWERS AND DUTIES UPON THE TAX COLLECTOR OF THE CITY
OF SCRANTON; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1987",
BY IMPOSING THE MERCANTILE LICENSE TAX AT ONE (1) MILL (.001)
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE
AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER. 

Ordinance-2020 Mercantile License Tax 2021.pdf

5.D FOR INTRODUCTION - AN ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 147, 1986, ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE GENERAL
REVENUE BY IMPOSING A TAX AT THE RATE OF TWO (2) MILLS UPON THE
PRIVILEGE OF OPERATING OR CONDUCTING BUSINESS IN THE CITY OF
SCRANTON AS MEASURED BY THE GROSS RECEIPTS THEREFROM; REQUIRING
REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT OF THE TAX AS CONDITION TO THE
CONDUCTING OF SUCH BUSINESS; PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/757445/Ordinance-2020_Realty_Transfer_Tax_2021.pdf
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COLLECTION OF SUCH TAX; PRESCRIBING SUCH REQUIREMENTS FOR
RETURNS AND RECORDS; CONFERRING POWERS AND DUTIES UPON THE TAX
COLLECTOR; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES", BY IMPOSING THE BUSINESS
PRIVILEGE TAX AT THE RATE OF ONE (1) MILL (.001) FOR CALENDAR
YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT
ANNUALLY THEREAFTER. 

Ordinance-2020 Business Privilege Tax 2021.pdf

5.E FOR INTRODUCTION – AN ORDINANCE - AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 11, 1976, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) ENACTING,
IMPOSING A TAX FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES IN THE AMOUNT OF
TWO PERCENT (2%) ON EARNED INCOME AND NET PROFITS ON PERSONS,
INDIVIDUALS, ASSOCIATIONS AND BUSINESSES WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF
THE CITY OF SCRANTON, OR NON-RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON,
FOR WORK DONE, SERVICES PERFORMED OR BUSINESS CONDUCTED WITHIN
THE CITY OF SCRANTON, REQUIRING THE FILING OF RETURNS BY
TAXPAYERS SUBJECT TO THE TAX; REQUIRING EMPLOYERS TO COLLECT
THE TAX AT SOURCE; PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION
AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE SAID TAX; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATIONS”, BY RE-ENACTING THE IMPOSITION OF THE WAGE TAX AT
TWO AND FOUR TENTHS (2.4%) PERCENT ON EARNED INCOME FOR
RESIDENTS AND ONE (1%) PERCENT ON EARNED INCOME FOR
NON-RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON, FOR WORK DONE, SERVICES
PERFORMED OR BUSINESS CONDUCTED WITHIN THE CITY OF SCRANTON FOR
THE YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND
EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER. 

Ordinance-2020 Earned Income Tax 2021.pdf

5.F FOR INTRODUCTION – AN ORDINANCE – AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 100, 1976, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) LEVYING
GENERAL AND SPECIAL TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977”, BY SETTING
THE MILLAGE FOR THE YEAR 2021 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL
FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER.

Ordinance-2020 Millage Tax Rate 2021.pdf

5.G FOR INTRODUCTION – A RESOLUTION – RATIFYING AND APPROVING OF
THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF THE GRANT APPLICATION BY THE
CITY OF SCRANTON, ON BEHALF OF SCRANTON CULTURAL CENTER AT THE
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/757452/Ordinance-2020_Business_Privilege_Tax_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/758709/Ordinance-2020_Earned_Income_Tax_2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/758531/Ordinance-2020_Millage_Tax_Rate_2021.pdf


MASONIC TEMPLE TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA ACTING
THROUGH THE COMMONWEALTH FINANCING AUTHORITY FOR A LOCAL SHARE
ACCOUNT GRANT, PURSUANT TO THE PA RACE HORSE DEVELOPMENT AND
GAMING ACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $95,928.00 FOR THE PROJECT TO BE
KNOWN AS “COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND SECURITY UPGRADE”
 LOCATED AT 420 N. WASHINGTON AVENUE, SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA,
AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND OTHER APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS
OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, TO ACCEPT THE GRANT, IF
SUCCESSFUL, AND EXECUTE AND ENTER INTO A LOCAL SHARE ACCOUNT
GRANT CONTRACT AND COMMITMENT LETTER WITH THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA TO ACCEPT AND UTILIZE THE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF
$95,928.00 AWARDED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR SUCH
PROJECT.       

Resolution-2020 LSA Grant Cultural Center at the Masonic
Temple.pdf

6. CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES - READING BY TITLE

6.A READING BY TITLE - FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 37, 2020 – AN
ORDINANCE – AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND OTHER APPROPRIATE CITY
OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR COLLECTION
OF DELINQUENT MUNICIPAL CLAIMS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF
SCRANTON WITH PORTNOFF LAW ASSOCIATES, LTD. AND APPROVING
COLLECTION PROCEDURES, APPOINTMENT OF SOLICITOR, INTEREST
ASSESSMENT, CREDIT CARD AND DEBIT CARD CHARGES, AND FEES AND
COSTS TO BE ADDED TO THE AMOUNT COLLECTED AS PART OF UNPAID
MUNICIPAL CLAIMS FOR DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS. 

Ordinance-2020 Portnoff Law Associates to Collect Delinquent
Accounts.pdf

7. FINAL READING OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

7.A FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE - FOR ADOPTION -
FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 34, 2020 – AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 95, 2015, AN ORDINANCE, ENTITLED “AMENDING FILE OF THE
COUNCIL NO. 79 OF 2015, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE
COUNCIL NO. 145 OF 2007 ENTITLED ‘AN ORDINANCE RENAMING THE
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EMERGENCY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES TAX (“EMST”) TO LOCAL SERVICE
TAX (“LST”)’ AND BY IMPOSING A WITHHOLDING OF $52.00 FOR THE
CALENDAR YEAR 2015 AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND
EFFECT ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BY INCREASING THE LOCAL SERVICES TAX
WITHHOLDING FROM $52.00 TO $156.00 FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2015,
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR ANY PERSON
WHOSE TOTAL EARNED INCOME AND NET PROFITS FROM ALL SOURCES
WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY IS LESS THAN $15,600.00 FOR THE
CALENDAR YEAR 2015 UNDER AND PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING
ACT, ACT 511 OF 1965, P.L. 1257, 53 P.S. § 6924,101 ET. SEQ.
AND THE MUNICIPALITIES RECOVERY ACT, ACT 47 OF 1987, P.L.
246,53 P.S. § 11701.101 ET. SEQ. AND THEIR RESPECTIVE
AMENDMENTS” EFFECTIVE RETROACTIVE TO JANUARY 1, 2020.  THIS TAX
ENABLES THE CITY OF SCRANTON TO CONTINUE TO LEVY THE LOCAL
SERVICES TAX AT THE FISCAL YEAR 2019 RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020
FOR A TOTAL MAXIMUM LOCAL SERVICES RATE OF ONE HUNDRED
FIFTY-SIX ($156.00) DOLLARS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2020 EFFECTIVE
RETROACTIVE TO JANUARY 1, 2020. 

Ordinance-2020 Local Services Tax 2020.pdf

7.B FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE - FOR ADOPTION -
FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 36, 2020 – AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL
NO. 6, 2020, AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 59, 2019 ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FILE OF THE COUNCIL NO. 17, 1994
ENTITLED ‘AN ORDINANCE (AS AMENDED) AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING
BODY OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON TO ENACT ‘A WASTE DISPOSAL AND
COLLECTION FEE’ FOR THE PURPOSE OF RAISING REVENUE TO COVER THE
WASTE DISPOSAL AND COLLECTION COSTS INCURRED BY THE CITY OF
SCRANTON FOR THE DISPOSAL OF REFUSE’” BY IMPOSING A WASTE
DISPOSAL AND COLLECTION FEE OF $300.00 FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021
AND THE SAME SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER AND TO AMEND THE TIMELINE FOR PAYMENTS ALLOWING
CHANGE IN THE MECHANISM OF BILLING, UPDATE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
EXONERATIONS AND INCREASE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS. 
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/756212/Ordinance-2020_Local_Services_Tax_2020.pdf


Ordinance-2020 Waste Disposal & Collection Fee 2021.pdf

7.C FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY - FOR
ADOPTION -  RESOLUTION NO. 100, 2020 – RATIFYING AND APPROVING
OF THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF THE GRANT APPLICATION BY THE
CITY OF SCRANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA ACTING THROUGH THE COMMONWEALTH FINANCING
AUTHORITY FOR A LOCAL SHARE ACCOUNT GRANT PURSUANT TO THE
GAMING FUNDS GRANT PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $257,925.00 TO
INSTALL A HVAC SYSTEM IN EMERGENCY SERVICES CENTER (FORMERLY
SERRENTI ARMORY) LOCATED AT 1801 PINE STREET, SCRANTON,
PENNSYLVANIA, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND OTHER APPROPRIATE
CITY OFFICIALS OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, TO ACCEPT
THE GRANT, IF SUCCESSFUL, AND EXECUTE AND ENTER INTO A LOCAL
SHARE ACCOUNT GRANT CONTRACT AND COMMITMENT LETTER WITH THE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA TO ACCEPT AND UTILIZE THE GRANT IN
THE AMOUNT OF $257,925.00 AWARDED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA FOR SUCH PROJECT. 

Resolution-2020 LSA Grant HVAC System for Emergency Services
Center.pdf

7.D FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE - FOR ADOPTION -
RESOLUTION NO. 101, 2020 – AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND OTHER CITY
OFFICIALS TO MAKE A SOLVENCY PAYMENT TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY BUREAU OF
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION.  

Resolution-2020 Solvency Payment to PA Unemployment
Compensation.pdf

8. ADJOURNMENT
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