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1 (Pledge of Allegiance recited and moment of reflection
2 observed.)

3 MS. GATELLI: Roll call.

4 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Evans.

5 MRS. EVANS: Here.

6 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Fanucci.

7 MS. FANUCCI: Here.

8 MR. COOLICAN: Mr. McGoff.

9 MR. MCGOFF: Here.

10 MR. COOLICAN: Mr. Courtright.

11 MR. COURTRIGHT: Here.

12 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Gatelli.

13 MS. GATELLI: Here. Dispense with

14 the reading of the minutes.

15 MS. GARVEY: 3-A. AGENDA FOR THE

16 CITY PLANNING COMISSION MEETING TO BE HELD



17 ON NOVEMBER 28, 2007.

18 MS. GATELLI: Are there any comments?

19 If not, received and filed.

20 MS. GARVEY: 3-B. MINUTES OF THE

21 LACKAWANNA HEALTH & WELFARE AUTHORITY
22 MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 18,2007.

23 MS. GATELLI: Are there any comments?

24 If not, received and filed.

25 MS. GARVEY: 3-C. CONTROLLER'S REPORT

1 FOR THE MONTH ENDING OCTOBER 31, 2007.
2 MS. GATELLI: Are there any comments?

3 If not, received and filed.

4 MS. GARVEY: That's it for Third

5 Order.

6 MS. GATELLI: I just have two

7 announcements. First, I would like to thank

8 Mr. Stu Renda, who is the business officer

9 for the city, I'd like to thank him for

10 coming here this evening at 5:00 and meeting
11 with city council and addressing questions

12 that were put forth to him both from council

13 and from some of the people that were



14 attending the caucus and he has agreed to
15 research all of the questions that have been
16 asked this evening and he will get back to
17 Ms. Garvey in writing as soon as possible,
18 so we will have answers to the questions

19 that you have asked here this evening.

20 And I'm going to let Mr. Courtright,

21 even though I don't want to, I'm going to
22 let him talk about West Scranton High School
23 for a minute.

24 MR. COURTRIGHT: Because I know there

25 is a lot of people interested, this is the

1 first time in the history of West Scranton

2 football that they have gotten this far and

3 they have run into a problem with buses. It

4 seems that this Saturday is when they are

5 lighting the tree down in New York City, so
6 every bus within a 60 mile radius of

7 Scranton is booked, they can't get any

8 buses. I believe they might have gotten one
9 and that individual already had enough

10 people for the bus. Paul McGoins is working



11 with many other people to try and get school
12 buses to go down. I think if they are

13 saying they get the school buses it's a $15

14 fee possibly, it's a long ride, but they do

15 not even know it they can get the

16 schoolbuses yet, so for those of you who are
17 interested in going to the game probably by
18 noon tomorrow if you call the McGoins'

19 Floral Shop he will know whether they have
20 the buses or not, so I just know a lot of

21 people are interested in that and I just

22 wanted to get you that information. Thank
23 you.

24 MS. GATELLI: And we certainly wish

25 them well. They are into the state quarter

1 finals and if they win Saturday then they

2 only have two more games to win the state
3 championships, so we are wishing them the
4 best.

5 I would also like it announce that

6 we have a Boy Scout Troop with us this

7 evening. You may not seen them because they



8 are all up in the balcony, and they are here

9 for one of their badge projects with their

10 leader, Mr. Grazi, so we would like to

11 welcome all of the kids to city council.

12 And the first speaker is Andy

13 Sbaraglia.

14 MR. SBARAGLIA: Andy Sbaraglia, city
15 of Scranton, fellow Scrantonians. I'm going
16 to back to my 6-B, I know you are going to
17 move it, I read the backup. I still don't

18 see why the GAR collection should be stored
19 in our business and not up at the museum.
20 This is a group of individuals that seem to
21 want to keep control of this memorabilia
22 from the civil war.

23 I mean, this stuff is worth a

24 fortune actually moneywise and to stuck it

25 in a basement where it should actually be up

1 at the museum where everybody can see it,
2 look at it, there are people that died
3 during that civil war and it was a bloody

4 war and this group of people only has



5 distant relatives there, if they have even

6 have that anymore, but they want to hold

7 onto the collection and they want to keep it
8 locked up and the reason why it's worth a

9 fortune, moneywise it is worth a fortune,

10 but historically it's invaluable. There is

11 no way you can put a price on history and
12 they are all authentic relics of the civil

13 war. To lock them up in the basement,

14 that's criminal. That's stuff should be on

15 display and protected and it should be on
16 display, and the only place we really got to
17 display it is up at the Everhart. They have
18 room up there, nobody is going up there that
19 much anymore, most of the displays when I
20 was a kid are gone, so I rarely ever, ever

21 go up there anymore, but something like
22 would actually bring people there.

23 And, as you know, there is some I

24 think it's Spanish American War relics up

25 there, a shelf in the main that's stuck up

1 there, and I think that would be a something



2 really that would really put Scranton the

3 map as well as Steamtown to see our

4 historical collection. I thank you.

5 MR. MCGOFF: Can I just ask a

6 question? Do you know if the GAR requested,
7 the organization requested the space or

8 whether they are unhappy with the space?

9 MR. SBARAGLIA: The space has been up
10 there since they built the building, okay,

11 that was GAR --

12 MR. MCGOFF: No, what I'm asking is

13 do you know if the GAR group is unhappy with
14 where it's going to be placed?

15 MR. SBARAGLIA: I haven't, like |

16 say, you would have to ask Himler. Himler
17 owns the building, that's the architectural
18 firm.

19 MR. MCGOFF: No, I'm talking about

20 here.

21 MR. SBARAGLIA: Oh, I don't know why
22 they would want to put it in the basement,
23 are they unhappy where they are? It's

24 locked up.

25 MR. MCGOFF: No, no, I guess what



I I'm saying, I'm getting the implications

2 that you had some knowledge that they were
3 unhappy with being told that it would be

4 here.

5 MR. SBARAGLIA: No, I'm unhappy with

6 them moving it into a basement instead of

7 actually moving it somewhere it's going to

8 be beneficial to the City of Scranton and

9 all Scrantonians.

10 MR. MCGOFF: Okay.

11 MR. COURTRIGHT: I just think they

12 were looking for a home and that's the home
13 they got. I'm sure if someone wanted to

14 offer them a better one they would take it,
15 but they need to go somewhere now, so

16 hopefully are going to provide that to them.
17 Ozzie Quinn.

18 MR. QUINN: Thank you. The mayor

19 isn't looking at the big picture and I'm

20 asking the city council to look at the big

21 picture. We the taxpayers are presently

22 above one half a billion dollars and closing



23 in on 1 billion dollars in long-term
24 debtedness when you include the school

25 district and prorate the counties part in

10

1 the city. We are not going to pay off the

2 debt by giving pay increases to cronies.

3 We, the taxpayers, urge you to freeze all

4 wage increases and collateral revenue, Mrs.
5 Evans, the financial chairman to a better

6 budget, that the record higher -- delete

7 what Mr. Doherty is doing. Don't be

8 hypocritical to the duties that Mrs. Evans

9 is responsible for the chair. Doherty's

10 delusions of grandeur have got us in

11 trouble. We can't afford Mr. Doherty's

12 taste.

13 Again, the average citizen is going

14 from paycheck to paycheck to make ends meet
15 while many are not -- have to seek relief
16 from social service agencies. I hope you do
17 not ignore Mrs. Evans as the finance chair
18 budget as you did last year, completely

19 ignored it. I'm asking you on behalf of the



20 Taxpayers' Association and hopefully the
21 taxpayers across the city, you appointed her
22 for reason and I hope that you are not

23 hypocritical to what's going on. Thank you.
24 MR. COURTRIGHT: Thank you. Les

25 Spindler.

11

1 MS. SPINDLER: Good evening, Council,

2 Les Spindler. On the budget, I don't know

3 how anyone up there can justify passing a

4 budget that calls for $13,000 raise for a

5 police and fire chief to sit behind a desk

6 all day when the men and woman of the fire
7 and police department go out and risk their
8 lives everyday and haven't had a raise for

9 six years, that's just unjustified to me.

10 The mayor in the Sunday Doherty

11 newsletter says, "The mayor says city must
12 stick to financial recovery plan."

13 You know, I agree with the mayor, we

14 should stick to the financial recovery plan
15 because the recovery plan calls for no

16 raises, so don't shake your head, no,



17 Mrs. Fanucci, because you don't know what
18 you're talking about.

19 MS. FANUCCI: That's not true.

20 That's not accurate, that's all I'm saying.

21 That's not accurate.

22 MR. SPINDLER: It is accurate. The

23 recovery plan calls for no raises, the man
24 is a hypocrite, he says one things and does

25 another. This budget should not pass, it's

12

1 ridiculous for me to sit behind a desk and

2 get a $13,000 raise. And, like I said, the

3 men and women that risk their lives everyday
4 are getting nothing. Thank you.

5 MR. COURTRIGHT: Thank you. Marie

6 Schumacher.

7 MS. SCHUMACHER: Marie Schumacher.

8 I, too, would like to speak against a budget

9 that continues to grow and grow with many
10 unknowns still out there, with many promises
11 that are unfulfilled, Robinson Park, the

12 replacement park for the south side complex

13 on the capital side, many things left undone



14 and yet we are continuing to spend, spend,
15 spend and the revenues continue to go down.
16 I'm particularly concerned about that $52

17 fee. If we are really losing 4,000

18 employees over this next year that's really
19 sad, and I would urge you to find ways to
20 cut spending and borrow only the amount
21 required to satisfy the 2005 bond and not be
22 adding $6 million. Thank you.

23 MS. GATELLI: Mr. Jackowitz.

24 MR. JACKOWITZ: Bill Jackowitz, South

25 Scranton. The budget in 2008, city council,

13

1 how does this 84.5 million dollar budget
2 help the residents and taxpayers of

3 Scranton? Will it help pave the roads,

4 bring business into the area, higher paying
5 jobs for citizens, improve services for the
6 citizens, make the cameras work, open up
7 government so citizen's questions will be
8 answered? Will the streets and alleys in

9 the neighborhoods be plowed this winter?

10 Will bus service not be terminated because



11 of a snow storm? Will water bills go down,
12 taxes reduced, especially the wage tax?

13 Would the blighted areas that are owned by
14 the city be cleaned up? The answer to all

15 of these questions is, no, and it will only

16 give raises to the Doherty people and

17 Fanucci my people.

18 I agree, Ms. Fanucci, everybody is

19 underpaid, especially the citizens who make
20 $7.50 and hour and $10.00 and hour thanks to
21 Mr. Burke, Mr. Doherty and Ms. Fanucci.
22 Higher wages do not attract good people.
23 Scranton is the best example, look at our

24 leadership.

25 City employees are not getting

14

1 raises, only managers are getting the

2 raises. A bonus is not a raise, it's only a

3 one-time thing. Only DPW getting raise.

4 Everyone else, white collar appointed

5 employees, this is amusing and the statement
6 by Mrs. Fanucci in the paper about

7 attracting higher and more qualified people,



8 a lot of our department heads are high

9 school graduates, that's all they are. If

10 that's the best qualified people we can get,
11 thank God, that they will be replaced when
12 the new mayor takes over.

13 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

14 Mr. Hubbard.

15 MR. HUBBARD: Good evening, Council.
16 I'm sure I'm not going to be able to get

17 through everyone so some of stuff can wait
18 until later. I was looking at the budget

19 and looking at the operating revenues,

20 budget revenues for licensing and

21 inspections. It seems that the projected

22 revenue for electrical permits was $100,000
23 last year's budget, the actual revenue is

24 only $75,000. Why are you increasing the

25 revenue, expected revenues to $120,000? We

15

1 didn't meet the 100,000 mark for the
2 previous budget so why we would increase it
3 by another $20,000 for this budget? Are

4 they going to plan on raising the fees for



5 electrical permits? And it goes right down

6 the line, the mechanical permits projected

7 for 2004 was $90,000, the actual was only

8 $55,000, yet the projected for this year

9 revenue is $100,000, actually 101. We have
10 a beverage license and an eating and

11 drinking licenses, is there a difference?

12 Do you have to purchase both? Why are they
13 both increased? You know, you look at the
14 beverage licenses projected last year

15 100,000, actual 50,000 projected against

16 this year, they raised it another 23,000

17 projected revenue.

18 It goes down the line with the

19 permits. Building permits, projected

20 $740,000, actual $352,00 yet we raised it to
21 $571,000 in this budget. It just seem to be
22 me that we are looking at almost all of the
23 projected revenue for the 2008 budget for
24 licensing, inspections and permits has been

25 almost doubled. Yet, the actual is less

16

1 than half of what you are asking for, so are



2 they going to raise the fees across the

3 board? I mean, are we looking at increased

4 permit fees for plumbing, electrical,

5 mechanical and building? And not only that,
6 the projected bidding fees, who is building

7 in Scranton? You can't even sell a house in

8 Scranton so you are going to build a new

9 one? I mean, the projected income on the

10 building permits alone is $200,000 more than
11 the actual from last year.

12 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

13 MR. HUBBARD: We need to cut this.

14 MS. GATELLI: Is Jean here?

15 MS. SUETTA: Jean Suetta. You know,

16 aren't you pushing this budget a little too

17 fast? Don't you think you should table it

18 for a couple of weeks and get all of the

19 points? I mean, come on, you got to give

20 the firemen and the police something? Could
21 you imagine if you didn't have a raise for

22 six years? Probably some of these guys have
23 five kids, they can go and get food stamps
24 and they are a fireman? I think it's wrong

25 what you are doing. I think you should



17

1 table the budget for a couple of weeks and

2 then get it. Thank you.

3 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

4 Mr. Talimini and then Mr. Dobson is next.

5 MR. TALIMINI: Joe Talimini, resident

6 of Scranton. A couple of weeks ago I gave

7 you a proposal for an advisory committee and
8 I was hoping that you people had a chance to
9 review it and do something with it. I think
10 at this time and under the conditions a

11 citizens' advisory committee is very, very
12 necessary for this city, for this council.

13 I don't --

14 MS. GATELLI: Mr. Talimini, this is

15 for agenda items.

16 MR. TALIMINI: Well, that's what I'm

17 coming to, the budget, if you don't mind.

18 At this time, I wonder why the mayor isn't
19 here himself as opposed to Mr. Renda or
20 anybody else who comes into this thing. I
21 would like to know why and where the money

22 is coming from for a $13,000 raise for two



23 different people, for all of these raises
24 that are coming into play, I just don't

25 understand where we are getting this money

18

1 from. I think it's incumbent upon this

2 council to take a good look at all of the

3 financial and the fiscal responsibility

4 involved in this budget. I haven't had a

5 chance to review the whole thing myself, but
6 from what I see, believe me, I want to

7 regurgitate because I don't understand where
8 this man is coming from, I don't understand
9 where his advisors are coming from and I

10 certainly don't understand where you people
11 are coming from if you are going ahead and
12 push this budget through.

13 Again, I got a 2.3 percent increase

14 in my annual stipend from social security
15 this year. Under the conditions I would

16 like to tell you right now I'm going to

17 throw my hat into the arena for any job

18 whatsoever in this city, I mean, I'll be a

19 renegade. I'll take any job at all that you



20 want to hand me another $13,000 a year for
21 doing absolutely nothing, for sitting at a

22 desk and making myself look important and
23 patting the mayor on the back and making you
24 people feel good about yourselves. Thank

25 you.

19

1 MS. GATELLI: Mr. Dobson.

2 MR. DOBSON: Good evening, Council,

3 Dave Dobson, resident of Scranton,

4 Taxpayers' Association associate. I would

5 also like to plea that we table the budget

6 until what time it could come up with

7 alternatives and seriously examine -- the

8 borrowing is just intolerable, it's going to

9 hinder development in future years, people,
10 young families want to move in and they
11 realize that they are going to get taxed

12 three times heavier than in another town or
13 a city, they probably won't do it and in

14 many cases, years back cities were overbuilt
15 because they could get to factories and

16 transportation much easier and now a days



17 everybody seems to be off and move to

18 Covington Township or Scott Township

19 Industrial Park and it creates a double

20 whammy on these people because they have to
21 drive to work and where a very expense

22 vehicle, there isn't a cheap car anymore,

23 there's a junky car but not a cheap one, so,

24 please, try and examine the budget and got

25 it as low as you can with a minimum at the

20

1 very least and if anything could be done to
2 on 2018 to get us on the list and on the

3 map, Legislative Bill 2018, I would strongly
4 your Honor that we do so because our tax

5 exempts are taking us over the falls with

6 how many there are and it's great to have

7 them and they save people's lives and so

8 forth, such as hospitals, but they also cost

9 the average taxpayers in Scranton money that
10 other people don't have to pay. Thank you.
11 MS. GATELLI: Is there anyone else?

12 MR. MORGAN: Good evening, Council.

13 I guess I'll wait until public discussion on



14 the budget because I'd like to talk about
15 this GAR Memorial Association, and I'd like
16 to say that I am opposed to that collection
17 being placed in the basement of city hall
18 and the reason I'm opposed to that is that
19 that's such a valuable collection to expose
20 to the humidity and the conditions of the
21 basement of this building that I can't

22 believe anybody would ever contemplate
23 moving such a valuable asset in such a
24 terrible location to be bluntly honest. |

25 really think that that collection is not

21

1 only important to Scranton, but it's

2 important to the whole country. It may be a

3 one of a kind collection and I think that

4 really what needs to be done is someone

5 needs to have a discussion with the Everhart
6 Museum and they need to rotate some of their
7 displays out which have been there since |

8 have been a kid and make room for this

9 exhibit and with all of the community

10 development money that's spread out all over



11 the place I think that somebody on this

12 council needs to spearhead the movement with
13 our legislators to ask them if there is it

14 any funding to make a permanent home to this
15 collection that lends to the public just how

16 valuable this collection really is.

17 I mean the civil war is very, very

18 important almost -- I'd have to say

19 80 percent of the people who died in that

20 war were Irish. I'd have to say that the

21 things that they sacrificed for this country

22 was unbelievable. I mean, an end to slavery
23 was just a great thing for this country, all

24 of the ideas they fought for, all of the

25 things that Lincoln said for all of those

22

1 years and I just think that it's time for

2 this community to realize just how important
3 those assets are. Thank you.

4 MR. GERVASI: Hello, again, city

5 council, Dave Gervasi. | have a couple of

6 questions because I'm having bad memories,

7 bad flashbacks of last year's budget time, I



8 understand that the mayor has to present a

9 budget by November 15; is that correct?

10 MS. EVANS: Yes.

11 MR. GERVASI: Dave, is there a

12 timeline would council would have to bring
13 out an alternative budget, is there anything
14 in the law that says --

15 MS. GATELLI: It has to be adopted by

16 the 15th of December.

17 MR. GERVASI: It has to be adopted by

18 the 15th of December. Mrs. Evans, I have a
19 question for you, how long is it going take
20 you to complete your budget, any idea?

21 MS. EVANS: Well, if the budget

22 reaches Seventh Order next week for a final
23 vote then I'm going to have to have it

24 prepared for next Tuesday. If we were able

25 to put it off until the following week, and

23

1 really I see no reason why not, in that
2 there is ample time in which to do so, it
3 would provide more time to continue to comb

4 through it very, very carefully to be



5 certain that all possible cuts had been made

6 and all necessary adjustments occur.

7 MR. GERVASI: But, when did you

8 think you will have something you could

9 present to the rest of the council?

10 MS. EVANS: Well, as I said, if I

11 have to have it for next week then I will

12 make due and continue working throughout the
13 week and the weekend and have that ready for
14 next Tuesday.

15 MR. GERVASI: So, that's the point

16 I'm trying to make. Last year you presented
17 your budget and everybody look at it for

18 about five minutes and they voted for the

19 mayor's budget.

20 MR. MCGOFF: That's not true.

21 MS. EVANS: Well, actually we did

22 have a budget work session and --

23 MR. GERVASI: And only three people

24 attended.

25 MS. EVANS: -- I believe we were in

24

1 session for two to three hours, but the only



2 people in attendance were Mr. McGoff,

3 Mr. Courtright and myself.

4 MR. GERVASI: I'd like to ask council

5 do you think it would be fair to maybe give
6 this process an extra week so everyone can
7 actually look at it and study for at least a

8 week, do you think that's fair or are we

9 going to ram this thing through next

10 Tuesday?

11 MS. FANUCCI: I have a question,

12 Dave, is the budget that you are preparing,
13 is that a different budget?

14 MR. GERVASI: Oh, no, no, see, why--

15 MS. FANUCCI: The one you told me

16 you wanted me to look at.

17 MR. GERVASI: Excuse me, Mrs.

18 Fanucci, that was another misquote in the
19 Times.

20 MS. FANUCCI: No, you told me, you

21 said we are preparing a budget, that's what
22 I'm asking you.

23 MR. GERVASI: I said I have

24 suggestions for preparing an alternative

25 budget.



25

1 MS. FANUCCI: Oh, I definitely must

2 have heard that wrong.

3 MR. GERVASI: You did, yeah. No,

4 you read it directly in the paper, but it

5 wasn't accurate.

6 MS. FANUCCI: Okay, so that's not --

7 MR. GERVASI: Now, do you think it's

8 fair to the people of the City of Scranton
9 that you are going to take one day to look
10 at an alternative budget and then vote on it
11 that day or a few hours after you receive
12 it?

13 MS. FANUCKCI: It all depends on the

14 budget.

15 MR. GERVASI: Okay.

16 MS. FANUCCI: That's all I have to

17 say. It depends on the budget.

18 MR. GERVASI: I know my time is up
19 and I don't want to push it --

20 MS. GATELLI: It is up.

21 MR. GERVASI: -- but would this

22 council entertain possibly, you have until



23 the 15th, possibly giving an extra week,
24 just an extra week, would that hurt any

25 process whatsoever? Actually having time to

26

1 study on your own page by page, line by

2 line, for an extra week just to see if maybe

3 there is some good ideas in there instead of
4 ramming it through after two hours? Do you
5 think that's fair? Do you think that's

6 okay? It's a prudent thing to do?

7 MS. GATELLI: There was an amusement

8 tax brought up last week and no one wanted
9 to do it.

10 MR. GERVASI: I understand.

11 MS. GATELLI: That was in the budget

12 last time.

13 MR. GERVASI: This council would they
14 be willing to delay ratifying the budget for
15 one week?

16 MS. GATELLI: You will have to see

17 when it comes up on the agenda, what people
18 comment on?

19 MR. GERVASI: Thank you. That's all



20 I have.

21 MS. GATELLI: Anyone else?

22 MR. ANCHERANI: Nelson Ancherani.

23 Naturally, on the budget. I don't know, I'm
24 questioning why there is $830,680 allocated

25 for the Scranton Parking Authority citation

27

1 issuers, that's at least 70 some thousand

2 more than it was last year, $78,000. Who

3 are they, what is each one's wage and why do
4 they get any money anyway, they just got

5 that $35 million bond?

6 Another question, why are the TANS

7 included when the budget says excluding tax
8 anticipation notes? Why are the percentages
9 in the pie chart wrong, and if you take the
10 example, it's the workmen's comp, and you
11 will see that the percentage for the

12 workmen's comp is they put in a pie chart
13 that is higher than what it actually is.

14 1 echo Ozzie Quinn, freeze the wages

15 then you are fair to everybody and we don't

16 have a complaint since we are crying wolf.



17 Anyway, I went over the -- I counted the

18 amount of employees in the 2001 budget, that
19 was the last year of Connors, 574. 2008,

20 681,171 -- or 107 more. Why do we need 107
21 more employees? They say the health care is
22 going up, naturally, that's 100 more people,
23 107 more people, plus they forced out 100

24 people so there is actually 200 people, new

25 people on health care, but yet unions get

28

1 the blame all of the time. I think that the

2 people should all read the budgets maybe

3 they would get an idea, but people don't do
4 that.

5 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

6 MS. FRANUS: Fay Franus. I'd like to

7 address what Dave Gervasi said and I'd like
8 an answer, if [ may. Mrs. Gatelli and Mrs.

9 Fanucci, you said that it depends on what is
10 in the budget, Mrs. Evans' budget, well, I
11 would like to ask that question, what would
12 be the rush? Why the rush? Why can you not

13 wait one extra week to take the time and go



14 over Mrs. Evans' budget? You know how hard
15 it is for her to make this and then you are

16 going to just breeze right through it? How

17 would you like it if you do that and spent

18 all your time night and day on something and
19 somebody didn't even recognize the work or
20 didn't even look at what you did?

21 So, I'm asking you, Mrs. Gatelli,

22 since you are making the agenda, you just

23 said it depends on what's on the agenda, you
24 are the ones that makes the agenda and you

25 know right now what you are going to do so
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I I'm going to ask you will you consider an
2 extra week, yes or no, to consider

3 Mrs. Evans' budget, what's the rush? That's
4 the question.

5 MS. GATELLI: You are asking me?

6 MS. FRANUS: Yes, I'm asking you.

7 MS. GATELLI: Yes, I would consider

8 giving it another week. Yes, I would.

9 MS. FRANUS: Would you make a motion

10 for that tonight possibly?



11 MS. GATELLI: Yes, I will.

12 MS. FRANUS: Good. And how about

13 you, Mrs. Fanucci? Would you consider

14 giving Mrs. Evans another week so you can
15 study the budget that she is going to make?
16 MS. FANUCCI: One more week doesn't

17 bother me.

18 MS. FRANUS: Well, then would you

19 possibly go along with this then?

20 MS. FANUCCI: Yeah, but I don't

21 understand what the big issue is for you.

22 MS. FRANUS: The big issue for me is

23 when somebody makes a budget, an alternative
24 budget that the taxpayers may benefit from

25 versus the budget that you may pass by Mayor
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1 Doherty, what is the big issue, it's a big,

2 big issue for the people in the City of

3 Scranton because last year Mrs. Evans made a
4 budget that didn't have a tax increase, but

5 you didn't even want to even look at it, you

6 didn't even go to the meeting to see it.

7 MS. FANUCCI: Actually I did look at



8 it very closely.

9 MS. FRANUS: Not too closely.

10 MS. FANUCCI: No, you are wrong.

11 MS. FRANUS: Oh, no, I'm right.

12 MS. FANUCCI: And, no, you are very
13 wrong.

14 MS. FRANUS: That's a matter of

15 opinion.

16 MS. FANUCCI: Listen --

17 MS. GATELLI: Don't even debate it.

18 MS. FANUCKCI: Fay, I am going to

19 tell you, I looked at Mrs. Evans' budget
20 last year. Did I like Mrs. Evans' budget?
21 Absolutely not. There were a lot of things
22 1 didn't agree with it in there.

23 MS. FRANUS: Sure.

24 MS. FANUCCI: But, that's my

25 prerogative as being an elected official.
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1 MS. FRANUS: That's right, because
2 you are his rubber stamper and you're going
3 to do everything that Mayor Doherty wants.

4 T have a right to my opinion, this is the



5 truth. You people already have your mind

6 made up. I read it in the paper today. You

7 think it's a wonderful idea to give raises

8 to the people in the City of Scranton.

9 MS. FANUCCI: That's exactly what I

10 said.

11 MS. FRANUS: Well, I know that,

12 that's why you justify what you are going to
13 do.

14 MS. GATELLI: Your time is up,

15 Mr. Franus, but we will consider that.

16 MS. FRANUS: Well, I hope I hear a

17 motion on this tonight and I hope it's

18 passed. Thank you.

19 MS. GATELLI: Anyone else? Mrs.

20 Evans.

21 MS. EVANS: Good evening. I hope

22 that everyone enjoyed a wonderful

23 Thanksgiving with family and friends. Most
24 of my holiday was dedicated to forging

25 through the mayor's emnatic budget. As a
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1 result, I had many more questions that



2 require responses, some of which were

3 provided this evening, others will be

4 provided through week's end by Mr. Renda

5 very kindly.

6 Under Mayor Doherty's six-year watch

7 the city budget has grown $26 million, our

8 annual debt service has ballooned from 6

9 percent of the entire budget into 2002 to

10 19 percent of the entire budget in 2008.

11 Despite these troubling numbers, the mayor
12 continues to borrow in 2008 despite a

13 monumental 25.6 percent tax increase, a

14 $900,000 advance from the Scranton Housing
15 Authority, a six-year wage freeze for

16 unionized workers, the mayor produces his
17 seventh borrow and spend budget.

18 He plans to make everyone happy, his

19 cabinet, middle management, the bankers, the
20 lawyers, but I see no mention of you, the

21 taxpayers. He even attempts to a swage the
22 unions by setting aside 1.1 million for

23 possible contract settlements, but the

24 numbers don't seem to add up. It may appear

25 that the mayor owes that 1.1 million for
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1 contract violations to the police department
2 for SIT clerks and the 27 pay period

3 arbitration award to fire and police, and in
4 reality, there appears then to be no real

5 money set aside for these contracts, but

6 trying to maintain an open mind I looked at
7 other municipalities to justify the Doherty

8 debt and budgets.

9 Erie, for example, the fourth

10 largest Pennsylvania city boasts a larger

11 population than Scranton, in fact, 103,717
12 people, yet, their 2007 reports demonstrate
13 a $59 million budget compared to our soon to
14 be $84 million with approximately a

15 population of 70,000.

16 It appears that we are traveling

17 toward a very dangerous and painful

18 financial dead end enabled by the newspaper
19 and their esteemed editors. According to
20 these learned men my 2007 budget had no
21 substance. They believed that budgetary

22 cuts and revenue sources that prevented a



23 2007 tax had no substance. However, the
24 mayor had a budget with substance, a 25.6

25 percent tax increase and I tip my hat to the

34

1 sagacious, scholarly men of the Scranton

2 Times. I agree, the mayor's tax increase is

3 certainly substantive, and while their mayor
4 continues his borrow and spend policy and
5 the Times Shamrock apologists pen their

6 heroic praise, I will continue working to

7 save people money.

8 Also, I was notified just today of

9 continuing problems in the area of Daron
10 Northeast. Residents report that the truck
11 traffic and work is not ceasing at 11:00

12 p.m. at night, rather than it's continuing

13 until one sometimes 2:00 a.m., and rather
14 than beginning at 7:00 a.m. the trucks are
15 pulling in at 5:00 a.m. and forklifts begin
16 their work, and these trucks are parked not
17 50 feet, the required buffer, from the

18 residential properties, but more like

19 25 feet.



20 Therefore, I would make a motion

21 that a letter be sent to Daron Northeast

22 making them aware of council's knowledge of
23 the situation, and requesting that they

24 cease and desist in these practices as they

25 are in violation of the city ordinances.
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1 MS. GATELLI: I'll second that

2 motion. We are sending a letter?

3 MS. EVANS: Yes.

4 MS. GATELLI: Anyone on the

5 question? All in favor?

6 MS. EVANS: Aye.

7 MS. FANUCCI: Aye.

8 MR. MCGOFF: Aye.

9 MR. COURTRIGHT: Aye.

10 MS. GATELLI: Aye. Opposed? The
11 ayes have it and so moved.

12 MS. EVANS: And just one thing --
13 MS. GATELLI: I'm sorry, did you have
14 a questions?

15 MR. MCGOFF: Mrs. Evans, I didn't

16 mean to interrupt, but if we are sending a



17 letter to Daron over what are zoning

18 ordinances, why isn't one being sent -- why
19 shouldn't we send one to the zoning officer
20 as well?

21 MS. EVANS: I would very much be in

22 favor of that as well.

23 MR. MCGOFF: If you would make a

24 motion certainly I would --

25 MS. EVANS: Thank you. I move that a
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1 copy of that letter be forwarded to the

2 city's zoning officer.

3 MS. GATELLI: Second. On the

4 question? All in favor?

5 MS. EVANS: Aye.

6 MS. FANUCCI: Aye.

7 MR. MCGOFF: Aye.

8 MR. COURTRIGHT: Aye.

9 MS. GATELLI: Aye. Opposed? The

10 ayes have it and so moved. On the question?
11 MS. EVANS: One final note, I know

12 that many, many, many questions were posed

13 this evening concerning the budget and as



14 was stated, Mr. Renda has provided written
15 responses to many of my questions and he is
16 in the process of providing the remainder as
17 well as the responses to those posed by many
18 of you this evening, however, there was one
19 issue, so many questions were posed and as
20 you speak it's very difficult to keep up to

21 your pace, but I do recall, it might have

22 been maybe Mr. Ancherani, who asked about
23 the citation issuers, and the response we

24 received is that the increase significantly

25 occurred and can be attributed to the
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1 addition of two new parking structures, the

2 Casey garage and the Medallion garage both

3 opened within the 2006-2008 time period, and
4 1 also learned that the citation issuers for

5 which the city incurs all of the expenses

6 number specifically five and I believe their

7 salary was $12 and 70 some cents per hour.

8 In addition to that, the city pays

9 50 percent of administrative salaries, some

10 administrative salaries for the Scranton



11 Parking Authority. It appears that we are

12 spending a total of $803,680 to make a net
13 gain of $57,000.

14 There is an agreement between the

15 Scranton Parking Authority and the City of
16 Scranton concerning on-street parking in
17 return for their oversight, that is the

18 Scranton Parking Authority's oversight of
19 on-street parking, the city agrees to pay 10
20 percent of the revenues realized from those
21 parking meters to the Scranton Parking

22 Authority, but certainly the cost that we

23 see enumerated, and he did a very fine job
24 of breaking it down for me, I do compliment

25 him on that, he is very resourceful, it just
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1 seems to be quite a bit more than what we

2 should expect and one has to wonder if,

3 first of all, that amount of money should be
4 spent for such a small return and in

5 addition to that, if the Scranton Parking

6 Authority is truly autonomous, the Scranton

7 Parking Authority should then be providing



8 the salaries in full for their

9 administrators and the city should be

10 according to that agreement unless, of

11 course, the agreement has expired that I did
12 not know, the city shouldn't be paying

13 anything above and beyond those five

14 positions and I'm quite certain that

15 wouldn't amount to $803,680. That's it.

16 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

17 Mrs. Fanucci?

18 MS. FANUCCI: After last week and

19 after reviewing the budget, I wanted to look
20 at some of the reasons why as a city we are
21 so in debt and it caused me to look at the
22 recovery plan. The reason week after week
23 we are here and we listen to problems about
24 the recovery plan, I couldn't understand

25 what the problem was, I know that we put it
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1 to a vote, I know we wanted the citizens to
2 decide on whether or not they wanted this or
3 not.

4 When I went to look at the recovery



5 plan there are two different types of plans

6 in different cities. Our plan was not like

7 others. Our plan was focused on one main

8 component which was our health care costs.
9 Our health care costs needed to be capped,

10 that was the main regarding the recovery

11 plan. At the time, and I believe if

12 everybody read the paper it was 7.1 million
13 at the time when this all started with the

14 negotiations between the unions and the

15 mayor. At this point it has gone up

16 $5 million since then. This isn't new to

17 anybody out there, any of us who are working
18 individuals, we all know that our health

19 care costs have gone up significantly. It

20 is not something we can blame on anyone.
21 It's unfortunate and it's terrible. This is

22 a crises in not only our city, but all over

23 the Commonwealth and all over the country.
24 1 wanted to discuss the recovery plan

25 because 1 do believe that that is the reason
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1 why our problems happen every year with our



2 budget. The plan was for four years to

3 borrow, we knew that going in, that's why

4 last year if you remember the mayor coming
5 and wanting $44 million, as council we

6 didn't take that, we didn't like the idea of

7 $44 million, it was a big, big amount of

8 money to pass for our city, hoping we could
9 try and increase revenue costs and thinking
10 of ways to save and do something to benefit
11 the citizens. We did increase thee taxes

12 last year and I said, you know, we had to

13 increase the taxes last year.

14 We are going to get speakers up here

15 telling me we didn't have to, the recovery
16 plan is contentious, but it went out to a

17 vote to the people of our city, they

18 decided, and for people to come up here

19 every week and fight against it because they
20 are saying to the citizens 76 percent of you
21 didn't know what you were talking about.
22 For some reason you weren't well-informed
23 and we can recover, we have the money. It's
24 funny that everybody says that.

25 When we were invited to sit with
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1 PEL, PEL is the Pennsylvania Economy League
2 which you hear about every week here because
3 they are the problem if you are in

4 negotiations right now, they are the problem

5 for the unions, they are the problems for

6 the administration because they are the ones

7 that set the guidelines. Everybody is to go

8 those meetings. I was invited, Mrs. Evans

9 came to one meeting, when we got there the
10 sick reality of what we were hit with was

11 the fact we do not have the money to run our
12 city. It wasn't anything that we could sit

13 there and say, "Well, let's do this, let's

14 do that," black and white, and, Mrs. Evans,
15 you recall, black and white it was there.

16 The money does not come in to fit what we
17 have to go out, and you know why, because
18 it's happening all over. That's why there

19 is recovery plans. That's why the

20 Pennsylvania Economy League and all of the
21 other coordinators are supposed to come in

22 here and make this work for us.



23 Has it worked for us? No. I'm
24 not -- I'm the first to say it has not

25 worked for us. We have not gotten to the
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1 point -- do I believe that the fire and

2 police deserve raises? Absolutely. They

3 did not not get raises because they were --
4 they didn't get raises because they are in

5 negotiations now, that's what it's all

6 about. They deserve to fight it out. The

7 administration deserves to fight it out, but
8 to sit here week after week and act like

9 it's not going to happen is almost

10 ridiculous. They are going to fight for

11 what they want, they should fight for what
12 you want. All of you at home would fight
13 for you what you want.

14 Last week I had to said to someone,

15 and I'm not going to mention who, what my
16 health care costs were and the answer was,
17 "You should get yourself a union."

18 My reply was, "I do have a union,

19 unfortunately, I still have to pay what I



20 have to pay."

21 Does this mean they should? No.

22 That's why they have people battling it out
23 in Court. I want to talk about the fact

24 that we as a city can't get anywhere until

25 everyone sits down at a table and decides

43

1 what can be done to benefit everyone in this
2 city. Do I believe that everyone should say
3 this is what I need? Yeah, that's what

4 negotiations are about, but to say, well,

5 you are going to give raises to the

6 administration, our recovery plan provided
7 for raises for all administration, all of

8 the DPW, police, fire, it was in there. The

9 only reason the police and firemen did not
10 get their raises yet or the cost of living,

11 whatever was in the recovery plan, because
12 they are in litigation. That's what it's

13 about.

14 So, to sit here week after week and

15 battle it out in this forum which right now

16 I'm sorry, but as a councilwoman I cannot,



17 somebody got up here and said, "You

18 should -- you need to give money to the

19 police and firemen," hey, if we could do it,
20 we can't do it. We can't negotiate their

21 contracts. That's up to the people they

22 hired. That's why they get good lawyers,
23 that's why the administration gets good

24 lawyers. That's their jobs.

25 So, as far as the city is concerned
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1 until that is completed we are going to sit

2 here with this budget year after year, we

3 will always have a hole in our budget as of

4 right now. It is not something we are proud

5 of, it's not something that I want to deal

6 with it. When I first got here I believe we

7 owed money from a budget I wasn't even here
8 for, but we have to address it. I'm proud

9 this year that the taxes aren't going up.

10 Am I okay raising the salaries of the

11 administration, I certainly am. Do you know
12 why? Because last year they took a 5

13 percent decrease because we asked them to



14 and there was no bones about it. I said,

15 "If I have to borrow, if I have to raise

16 taxes, I want it increased."

17 They did it for us, so, yes, I will

18 be giving them money and I hope that when
19 the negotiations go through with the unions
20 they get what they want.

21 I also want to talk about the people

22 of the city and how week after week we come
23 up here and we do our jobs, we try very hard
24 to do a good job. The budget is

25 contentious. The budget is not something
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1 that you can fool around with, but right

2 after the bat before we go anywhere 86

3 percent of the money is out the window and
4 that's just for existence. That has nothing

5 to do with our little fun projects or

6 whatever they say, the wish lists,

7 86 percent goes out for pensions, health

8 care, worker's comp, the landfill fees,

9 utilities. We are not talking about tons of

10 money here, and when I hear the numbers that



11 are floating around up there, yeah, I would
12 rather borrow than tax the citizens, I would
13 rather borrow. I would absolutely rather

14 borrow.

15 Last year when I taxed they were

16 mad. This year, I'm telling you, next year
17 we are going to have to borrow, the year
18 after we are probably going to have to

19 borrow, we knew that four years ago, and it
20 is unfortunate, but I plan on passing the

21 budget. I plan on voting for the budget, I
22 don't think any of you are surprised, it's

23 certainly not something that will be a

24 surprise to anyone in this room, but as a

25 collective group out there that comes here
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1 week after week you say you have your
2 fingertips on the pulse of the people out
3 there, the voters voted for recovery and you
4 come here week after week and you tell the
5 voters they were wrong. You tell the voters
6 they don't matter and guess where I got

7 this? From a voter. They said, "We wanted



8 this and for some reason they don't believe

9 we wanted it."

10 After you asked for this to be a

11 vote, so I'm going to say I believe in the

12 taxpayers and I am for the people and the

13 people wanted recovery and I will go along
14 and do what I can to help the city recover

15 and that is all I have. Thank you.

16 MS. GATELLI: Thank you. Mr. McGoff.

17 MR. MCGOFF: I guess just, again, a

18 couple of general comments on the budget and
19 I'm glad to hear that people are in favor of
20 possibly delaying or tabling the budget for
21 a week. I think there are some significant

22 questions that need to be answered, and most
23 of it has to do with -- well, first of all,

24 with the union contracts. I think that we

25 need to find out what the status is and
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1 whether this is going to -- whether these
2 contracts are going to be settled in some
3 type of timely fashion so that I could feel

4 more -- [ would feel more justified voting



5 for raises for people if, in fact, the union

6 contracts were settled. We reduced -- we

7 did reduce salaries in 2007, I don't know

8 that anything has drastically changed to

9 reinstate those salaries. I know that that

10 is something that is in the budget for a

11 reinstatement of those, but as this point in
12 time that's one of the things that |

13 question about the budget.

14 Also, raises, significant raises for

15 administrative personnel, perhaps those

16 raises are justified, but also perhaps they
17 don't have to be done in a one-year budget,
18 perhaps those can be incremental as well,
19 raises over a course of time.

20 Also, we tabled an amusement tax and

21 yet there is $100,000 in the budget for

22 revenue from an amusement tax, I'd like to
23 know if, in fact, they have tabled that how
24 are we going to makeup $100,000 in revenue

25 if, in fact, there is going to be no
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1 amusement tax, so there are questions and |



2 think that tabling or postponing a vote on

3 the proposal is very justified.

4 As far as the GAR, the museum

5 pieces, I know that it's, you know, people

6 have expressed that perhaps they are unhappy
7 with it and moving it to city hall, I'm not

8 sure, we have heard no complaints from the

9 GAR Memorial Association and I would assume
10 that if they were unhappy with the placement
11 of their memorabilia into city hall that

12 there would have been some type of complaint
13 or some type of action taken by them and

14 without that my assumption is that they are
15 favorable to moving things to city hall

16 unless I would hear differently, and that's

17 all.

18 MS. GATELLI: Thank you.

19 Mr. Courtright.

20 MR. COURTRIGHT: Just briefly on GAR,
21 I believe they came to the city and asked

22 the city to move their museum here. We

23 don't go out and ask them, so I have to

24 assume that that's what they want and I just

25 wanted to put that out there.
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1 I apologize, | wasn't here earlier

2 when Mr. Renda was here and, Kay, I don't
3 know if anybody asked this question and it
4 was answered, if they did then don't worry
5 about it, if not if you could add it to the

6 questions. I think I'm correct in assuming

7 that there is an additional approximately

8 $6 million or 5.5, and one answer that I did
9 get earlier last week was that part of that

10 money was if, in fact, they settled the

11 police and fire contracts and I said, yeah,
12 I understand that, but I don't know that the
13 police and fire contracts are going to

14 settled in 2008, and if they aren't I don't

15 know what happens with that money, so I
16 said, can't we pull that money out of the
17 budget and if and when the contracts get
18 settled we are able to open the budget back
19 up, and then we can put the money back in
20 the budget, that was a suggestion that maybe
21 we can make if wasn't already made.

22 1 had a -- how should I put it, an



23 individual that was a political figure in
24 the city one time, he was a little bit older

25 than me, and he said this to me, and he
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1 wasn't a policeman or a fireman, he was a

2 political figure, I was talking to him about
3 raises for the police chief, the fire chief

4 and actually I brought up the subject to the
5 mayor, I believe that the mayor's salary is

6 way too low, way too low, I mean, $50,000
7 for a mayor in the City of Scranton is way
8 too low, and if they put a raise in there

9 for the mayor whether it be this mayor or
10 any other mayor I would vote for that, |

11 just think $50,000 is for the aggravation it
12 takes to be mayor in this city, but when we
13 were talking about the police and fire, I

14 don't even ask, and I apologize, I didn't

15 look and see what other fire chiefs in this
16 state make, I don't know, but I did look and
17 see what other police chiefs make and our
18 police chief's salary isn't comparable to

19 some, but this gentleman had a suggestion



20 that I would make, I don't imagine the

21 police and fire chief aren't going to be

22 happy with me saying this, but he said why
23 don't they hold off on accepting their

24 raises until what time, stand up behind

25 their men and when their men get a raise
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1 then absolutely they would get a raise, and

2 I think that's fair. So if I could make that

3 suggestion, if the police and fire chief

4 would be willing to, you know, stand behind

5 their men and say, "When they get a raise

6 then we would accept a raise."

7 And, again, I apologize, I wasn't

8 here to hear everything that went on, but I

9 will come in tomorrow and see what questions
10 were asked and answered and bring myself up
11 to speed.

12 One question from last week, |

13 believe it was Mrs. Schumacher asked about,
14 I believe she asked about the cameras for

15 the police department, yes? There is three

16 up, but they are not operable. They are not



17 operable in he way they are recording.

18 Okay? They are up on the poles, but they
19 are not recording. There is nine more to go
20 up. There is a problem with the

21 transmitters that would send the signal back
22 because they are wireless and that problem
23 is being handled and they should all be up
24 and operating in the very nature future. I

25 do not know if they are going to disclose
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1 the location of any or all of them, that

2 would be a decision I would imagine for the
3 mayor and Director Hayes, but there is three
4 up, nine more to go up and none of them are
5 recording at this time. And that's all I

6 have. Thank you.

7 MS. GATELLI: Thank you,

8 Mr. Courtright.

9 MS. EVANS: Could I just respond to

10 a question that you had about the 1.1

11 million dollars? Yes, it does -- well, I

12 shouldn't say it doesn't appear, it is a

13 fact that there is borrowing in this budget



14 and you mentioned, as I said, that 1.1

15 million being set aside for potential

16 contract settlements and I was told to that

17 amount is in the contingency fund and that I
18 believe that comes from a one-time final

19 chunk of some of the money that was borrowed
20 in previous years, so it appears that that

21 isn't part of the borrowing, and I did ask

22 what the purpose of the additional borrowing
23 would be beyond the refinancing of the 2005
24 bond issue at 5.5 million and Mr. Renda

25 responded that it is necessary to plug, was
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1 it a $6 million shortfall in 2008 or a

2 $6 million deficit, and then I inquired as

3 to the origins of the deficit and we were

4 told that it's cumulative, it comes from

5 every department, every portion of the

6 budget including the debt service.

7 But, you know, in a way here, I

8 would add, Mr. Courtright for your

9 consideration, that it seems as if we may be

10 borrowing money to pay off our debts which I



11 think is very convoluted, but I did want you
12 to know that the $1.1 million suggestion
13 that you made I'm going to take that into
14 serious consideration and try to work that
15 into what I'm doing.

16 MR. COURTRIGHT: Thank you.

17 MS. GATELLI: And just one other

18 thing, he said if it is in contingency

19 anything in there has to come to council to
20 be transferred, so they can't touch it

21 without council approval. Mrs. Garvey?
22 There is a lot of activity outside, does

23 anybody know what's going on?

24 MS. HUMPHREY: The University is

25 interviewing people.
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1 MR. COURTRIGHT: Could you ask them

2 to be a little quieter?

3 MS. GATELLI: Mrs. Garvey?

4 MS. GARVEY: FIFTH ORDER. NO

5 BUSINESS AT THIS TIME. SIXTH ORDER. 6-A.

6 READING BY TITLE - FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 140,

72007 - AN ORDINANCE - APPROPRIATING FUNDS



8 FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR
9 THE PERIOD COMMENCING ON THE FIRST DAY OF
10 JANUARY 2008 TO AND INCLUDING DECEMBER 31,
11 2008 BY THE ADOPTION OF THE GENERAL CITY

12 OPERATING BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2008.

13 MS. GATELLI: I would like to make a

14 motion to table this for a week.

15 MS. EVANS: Second.

16 MS. GATELLI: On the question? All

17 in favor?

18 MS. EVANS: Aye.

19 MS. FANUCCI: Aye.

20 MR. MCGOFF: Aye.

21 MR. COURTRIGHT: Aye.

22 MS. GATELLI: Aye. Opposed? The

23 ayes have it and so moved.

24 MS. GARVEY: 6-B. READING BY TITLE -

25 FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 141, 2007 - AN ORDINANCE
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1 - AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND OTHER
2 APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AND
3 ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH GAR

4 MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION ("GAR") FOR A PORTION



5 OF THE UNUSED SPACE IN THE BASEMENT OF CITY
6 HALL TO BE USED AS EXHIBIT AND MEETING SPACE
7 FOR A TERM OF TEN (10) YEARS.

8 MS. GATELLI: You have heard Reading

9 by Title of 6-B, what is your pleasure?

10 MR. COURTRIGHT: I move that Item 6-B

11 pass Reading by Title.

12 MS. FANUCCI: Second.

13 MS. GATELLI: On the question? Just

14 on the question, I did make a phone call,

15 that's why I left of the meeting before, to

16 inquire about the GAR and I was told that

17 they came here as a body and they have

18 requested, as they said here, to be here.

19 They want to be in this building, this is

20 where they want their exhibit to be because

21 of Ezra Ripple, as we said last week, was a

22 mayor of Scranton at one point in time, so

23 this is not anything that we are doing

24 against anyone's wishes, they want the

25 exhibit here, so I just wanted that to be
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1 reiterated again. Anyone else on the



2 question? All in favor?

3 MS. EVANS: Aye.

4 MS. FANUCCI: Aye.

5 MR. MCGOFF: Aye.

6 MR. COURTRIGHT: Aye.

7 MS. GATELLI: Aye. Opposed? The

8 ayes have it and so moved.

9 MR. MCGOFF: I would also like to

10 make a motion to suspend the rules to move

11 6-B into Seventh Order.

12 MR. COURTRIGHT: Second.

13 MS. GATELLI: On the question? All

14 in favor?

15 MS. EVANS: Aye.

16 MS. FANUCCI: Aye.

17 MR. MCGOFF: Aye.

18 MR. COURTRIGHT: Aye.

19 MS. GATELLI: Aye. Opposed? The

20 ayes have it and so moved.

21 MS. GARVEY: SEVENTH ORDER. 7-A. FOR

22 CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE -
23 FOR ADOPTION - FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 137, 2007
24 - AMENDING FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 66, 2006 AN

25 ORDINANCE "ENTITLED GENERAL CITY OPERATING
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1 BUDGET 2007" BY TRANSFERRING $5,000.00 TO
2 ACCOUNT NO. 01.401.15311.4299 (SALE OF

3 LEASEBACK - 2004 SERIES) AND $6,000.00 TO

4 ACCOUNT NO. 01.401.15312.4299 (SALE

5 LEASEBACK - 2005 SERIES) TO PROVIDE FUNDING
6 TO COVER THE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAYMENTS
7 ON SERIES OF 2004, $4,000,000.00 SALES

8 LEASEBACK OF DPW AND SERIES OF 2005,

9 $5,500,000.00 SEWER AUTHORITY GUARANTEED
10 LEASE REVENUE FOR A TOTAL TRANSFER OF
11 $11,000.00 FORM ACCOUNT NO.

12 01.401.13090.4299 (CONTINGENCY.)

13 MS. GATELLI: What is the

14 recommendation of the Chair on Finance?

15 MS. EVANS: As Chair for the

16 Committee on Finance, I recommend final

17 passage of Item 7-A.

18 MR. COURTRIGHT: Second.

19 MS. GATELLI: On the question? Roll

20 call.

21 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Evans.

22 MRS. EVANS: Yes.



23 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Fanucci.
24 MS. FANUCCI: Yes.

25 MR. COOLICAN: Mr. McGoff.
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1 MR. MCGOFF: Yes.

2 MR. COOLICAN: Mr. Courtright.

3 MR. COURTRIGHT: Yes.

4 MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Gatelli.

5 MS. GATELLI: Yes. I hereby declare

6 7-A legally and lawfully adopted.

7 MS. GARVEY: Before reading 7-B,

8 which was formerly 6-B, I don't know if

9 there is anybody else that wants to speak on
10 it?

11 MS. GATELLI: Does anyone else?

12 MR. SBARAGLIA: I want to speak a few
13 words on the thing, I spoke before and I'll
14 speak again before you vote on it, I believe
15 the people of Scranton would be better

16 served if someplace more appropriate could
17 be found to house that collection than

18 sitting down there in there in our basement,

19 I do believe that. It's a beautiful



20 collection, it's worth a lot of money, and |

21 do believe it would be better placed at a

22 museum, | always will, if arrangements could
23 be made. It's the place. It's not the

24 dollar that it's going to cost these people

25 for ten years, it's the fact that I believe

59

1 it's going to be restricted. These people

2 are trying to hold onto this collection.

3 This collection was donated by people that

4 fought in the war. I mean, their only

5 connection to the war are maybe someone's

6 great grandfather possibly and yet they try

7 to hold onto this collection and keep it

8 from view. They said they have open viewing
9 on it, but I don't know how many of you

10 people actually saw the collection, I did.

11 I was always -- it's a beautiful building,

12 GAR, I'm sorry that they couldn't keep it,

13 and the collection I told you is quite

14 valuable, but, like I said, we all have to

15 do what we got to do, they got to move and I

16 found out here they said Himler don't own



17 the building anymore. If was I could have

18 maybe spoke to him, but they said he sold it
19 and he got a new owner and the new owner [
20 guess wants that area. So, like I said, we

21 all got to do what we got to do. Thank you.
22 MS. GATELLI: Anyone else? Come up.

23 MS. SCHUMACHER: Yes. I just wonder
24 about -- Marie Schumacher again. I just

25 wonder about the security aspects. Most
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1 people go to see these kinds of things on

2 weekends and possibly in the evening, does
3 that mean city hall will be open, the back

4 door will be open every weekend, and

5 accessible to the public, what will the

6 hours be?

7 MS. GATELLI: You might want to call

8 Mr. Hart from the GAR and they can --

9 MS. SCHUMACHER: But what does it do
10 to the security of this building if people

11 are going to be coming in, is there going to
12 be added expenses?

13 MS. GATELLI: I'm not sure, but he



14 would know