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01 MR. DIBILEO: Please stand for the

02 Pledge of Allegiance. Please remain standing for a
03 short prayer. Kay, can we have a roll call, please?
04 MS. GARVEY: Mr. McTiernan.

05 Mrs. Evans. Mr. Pocius.

06 MR. POCIUS: Here.

07 MS. GARVEY: Mr. Courtright.

08 MR. COURTRIGHT: Here.

09 MS. GARVEY: Mr. DiBileo.

10 MR. DIBILEO: Here.

11 For the record, Mr. McTiernan will be joining us
12 today, but he'll be a little bit late in arriving, and
13 Mrs. Evans is unable to make today's meeting.

14 Okay. Mr. Walsh, please.

15 MR. WALSH: Thank you. Third

16 order. 3-A, INDEPENDANT AUDITOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR
17 ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2004.

18 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

19 comments on 3-A? If not, received and filed.



20 MR. WALSH: 3-B, MINUTES OF THE

21 SCRANTON-LACKAWANNA HEALTH AND WELFARE AUTHORITY
22 REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF JULY 21, 2005.

23 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

24 comments on 3-B? If not, received and filed.

25 MR. WALSH: 3-C, MINUTES OF THE
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01 COMPOSITE PENSION BOARD MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY,
02 JULY 27, 2005.

03 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

04 comments on 3-C? If not, received and filed.

05 MR. WALSH: 3-D, MINUTES OF THE

06 NON-UNIFORM PENSION BOARD MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY,
07 JULY 27, 2005.

08 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

09 comments on 3-C? If not, received and filed.

10 MR. WALSH: 3-D, MINUTES OF THE

11 NON-UNIFORM PENSION BOARD MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY,
12 JULY 27, 2005.

13 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

14 comments on 3-D? If not, received and filed.

15 MR. WALSH: 3-E, AGENDA FOR THE

16 NON-UNIFORM PENSION BOARD MEETING TO BE HELD
17 AUGUST 24, 2005.

18 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any

19 comments on 3-E? If not, received and filed.

20 MR. WALSH: 3-F, Clerk's notes.

21 MR. DIBILEO: Mr. Saunders, please.

22 MR. SAUNDERS: Mr. President, 1

23 will go back to last week, we discussed the permit

24 parking issue. I have one more to report on.

25 1000 block of Vine Street has been deny, lack of
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01 people signing the petition.

02 The last thing I have for today is

03 next wee's meeting we will be back to seven o'clock,

04 and from then on forward it will be seven o'clock until

05 next summer. That's all I have.

06 MR. DIBILEO: Okay. Thank you,

07 Mr. Saunders. Mr. Walsh, please.

08 MR. WALSH: Certainly. Fourth

09 order, citizen participation.

10 MR. DIBILEO: Okay. We have a

11 sign-in sheet, and before I call up the first speaker,

12 I'd like to welcome everyone here, and we welcome all

13 speakers, we appreciate your being here, and I'd like

14 to remind speakers to please refrain from comments of

15 personal nature, and I'll also ask our solicitor to aid



16 me in trying to determine when that fine line between

17 Freedom of Speech and something else is crossed.

18 And, also, please keep your comments to five minutes,
19 if you would. And we greatly appreciate that.

20 And with that said, first speaker

21 is Reverend Cathryn Simmons.

22 MS. SIMMONS: Good afternoon,

23 Council members. My name is Reverend Cathryn Simmons
24 and I am a Scranton resident. Peace onto each of you

25 from my Lord Jesus Christ.
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01 I must begin by giving you a short

02 verse, One day some parents brought their children to

03 Jesus so he could touch them and bless them, but the

04 Disciples told him, Don't bother, he's a busy man.

05 Then Jesus called for the children

06 to be brought forth and said to his Disciples, Bring

07 these children onto me. Never forbid them, for the

08 kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

09 I bring these words to you so that

10 you understand the importance of the work that Florence
11 Midtown Crime Watch has taken upon themselves.

12 We have held two meetings so far,

13 the lower Hill and South Side, to discuss the matters

14 of young people, youth, gangs.

15 There will be two more meetings,

16 one Monday morning at eleven o'clock a.m. in Boscov's
17 auditorium in the Steamtown Mall to discuss the

18 problems that are being occurred by business owners and
19 professional people with the youth in the downtown

20 area, and then on Friday, September the 9th at

21 six o'clock p.m., we are going to meet in the

22 auditorium of West Scranton High School to discuss the
23 problems in the West Scranton neighborhoods, then we
24 will go on and schedule for North Scranton and

25 Green Ridge.
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01 These meetings are not to accuse

02 or punish, but to save our children. The purpose of

03 this crime watch, and I repeat that, of this crime

04 watch, is to identify the problems, give all adults and

05 children an opportunity to voice their agitations and

06 finally to find solutions.

07 This is not, nor has it ever been,

08 a political issue. I am here to do my father's, God's,

09 work, as taught to me by my blessed A.M.E. Church, and
10 most of all by my beloved neighbors who surround me in
11 this city where I was born and raised.



12 In answer to questions asked, No,

13 Florence Midtown Crime Watch is not financially

14 supported by church and/or apartment complex. We look
15 to our citywide persons to help us, because that is

16 what my Lord would want.

17 He loved all of his children, he

18 believed that not one child is worth losing, not one.

19 And I will do this with my phone shut off and no office
20 space or with my mailbox overflowing with donations.
21 We are going to continue on with the work

22 that the Lord has sent us to do.

23 I walk these streets and I know

24 that each child, each gang member, each police officer
25 is worth protecting. Why you ask me? Because the
0008

01 first organized gang was 2000 years ago. They were

02 known as Apostles Of Jesus Christ.

03 Each of his gang members were

04 there to do a task. One of them even drew a knife the
05 night he was arrested and sliced someone's ear off. He
06 didn't say, To Hell with him. He said, Just don't do

07 that anymore. Go on and do the task I've sent you to

08 do. These children are worth saving. How dare we sit
09 and say that they're not.

10 I stand here today and I say to

11 you, I don't care how long I have to walk these

12 streets, I don't care how long the Lord allows me to

13 walk them, but myself and my fellow crime watch members
14 are going to save these children.

15 I don't care how many bells toll,

16 1 don't care how many times I'm told that this is none
17 of our business, any child's loss is our business.

18 And I say to you today from this

19 podium, we either have your support or we don't. We're
20 going on anyway. God bless each of you.

21 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

22 Reverend Simmons, on behalf of City Council, I'd

23 like to thank you for all you do to help children to

24 be safe from gangs, and you do have our support, and
25 you've been telling us for quite a long time about gang
0009

01 activity in the city, and we see more and more examples
02 of what you've been telling us to actually be the case,
03 and we thank you. Dick Laske.

04 MR. LASKE: I don't have any

05 notes. This is a social call. Really, I was in town

06 to get my staples out. I had an operation, my brain

07 come up from Philly, so now I'm going to be much



08 smarter.

09 No, seriously, the operation was

10 successful, they pulled the staples, they put a

11 blow out patch. Hell, I'll be running a marathon in a
12 week or two. John, how are you, sir? Do you have a
13 half a hundred so I can stop and get lunch? My stomach
14 thinks my throat has been cut.

15 MR. POCIUS: I'll give you a whole

16 hundred.

17 MR. LASKE: All right. No,

18 seriously, I was just in town, and I'll be very honest
19 with you, my legs aren't as good as they used to be, so
20 I really stopped in here to sit and take a rest. So,

21 have a good day.

22 Mark. (UNTRANSCRIBABLE), John.

23 (UNTRANSCRIBABLE) Thank you.

24 MR. DIBILEQO: Thank you, Dick.

25 MS. LASKE: I've got to go home.
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01 I've got to see if Marie got enough coal in for the

02 winter.

03 MR. DIBILEO: Dick, we missed you

04 at the Ukrainian Independence Day flag raising ceremony
05 yesterday at the courthouse.

06 MR. LASKE: We are going to have

07 Lithuanian Independence Day. I'm going to show

08 Mr. Davis here what minority means, you know what I
09 mean? Come down. All 12 of us, and you're invited.
10 MR. DAVIS: Thank you.

11 MR. LASKE: I'll teach you a

12 couple of words. Thank you, baby.

13 MR. DIBILEO: Now, there is one

14 man I can't gave gavel down. Bob Bolus.

15 MR. BOLUS: Good afternoon,

16 Council. Bob Bolus, Scranton.

17 MR. DIBILEO: Good afternoon.

18 MR. BOLUS: And to start off here,

19 Mr. Keeler is here, and I'm glad he's here today,

20 because I hate to say somebody said I talked behind
21 their back.

22 Last week John Keeler, who's from

23 Fidelity Bank up in Dunmore, stated he runs a business.
24 He works for a business, doesn't run it, he works for
25 it. I operate and own businesses, and there's a big
0011

01 difference.

02 He stated if Council or us

03 so-called individuals here who don't understand the



04 real world understood the concept of the sale of the

05 loans, that Council would support his idea.

06 Ideally such a sale would make

07 sense if sold without recourse; however, one must also
08 consider the fact that the buyer is chasing the best

09 loans and the city is retaining the higher risk, or

10 better yet, the worst loans.

11 Accordingly, if the city should

12 lose the $3 million in the Hilton foreclosure, the lost

13 funds would come out of future HUD entitlements to the
14 city.

15 This would curb this mayor's

16 deficit spending habits, which leads one to believe

17 that what the driving force behind the sale of these

18 loans is more spending, more money for this deficit

19 spending mayor.

20 Regarding Southern Union, tenants

21 have to apply for KOZ status. According to Mr. Keeler,
22 however, if an existing business operating in the

23 State of PA wishes to move from one location to another
24 or a non-KOZ location to a KOZ location has to meet one
25 of two qualifies, one pertains to creation of new jobs,
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01 the other deals with dollars invested.

02 Keeping that in mind, how did

03 TMG Health Care move from a city tax-paying location to
04 a KOZ site, but more importantly, into an incubator

05 facility?

06 KOZ requirements are not being

07 enforced. He said he's sick of hearing people talk

08 about South Side. Well, I live on East Mountain, and

09 it's a war zone. Well, lower South Side has

10 deteriorated, that's the real reality, where he or the

11 mayor wants to tell us otherwise.

12 East Mountain, when they took the

13 bike patrol out of there, we got all the beer parties

14 and drug parties up there. So, maybe you want to take
15 a step up above and see what's going on there.

16 We should have more bike patrols,

17 more people policing South Side, maybe we should really
18 get out and see what's going on, other than our own

19 little niche.

20 They mayor locked up South Side as

21 though he was the great Gladiator, he was the great

22 Caesar of South Side. He wasn't. It was the

23 enforcement, the City Council and the neighborhoods
24 that got the job done.

25 KOZs, we pay to put up buildings
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01 if you're in a KOZ. He's right, it's not free. We

02 spend the money initially. We pay to do a transfer

03 tax, but we don't pay sales tax, we don't pay on

04 employees inside the building. We get 10 to 12 years
05 of free, while the properties depreciate in the

06 long-term, you're getting it free in the end.

07 There was a question spent that

08 Mr. Pocius said on the meeting of $268 for the

09 meetings, well, I don't see anybody complaining on all
10 the billboards the mayor has put his face on, the buses
11 he's put his face on, or the newspaper articles we're

12 paying for.

13 To me, that's a free political

14 ad. I didn't see Mr. Pocius' name, Mr. Courtright,

15 Mr. DiBileo, Mr. McTiernan or Mrs. Evans on any of
16 those there. And if you do it for one, you should do

17 it for all.

18 So, is the mayor getting a free

19 ride on us? Absolutely. And $268 is a joke to even

20 question in the paper.

21 For the millions of dollars this

22 mayor has squandered, what we lost on the golf course,
23 what we lost on South Side and everywhere else, I think
24 is an absolute job.

25 On the trust his name is, you
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01 know, everywhere you see the mayor, we're paying for
02 it. There's other people here that run this city,

03 other than Chris Doherty.

04 The Hilton, I don't think we

05 should have dictate to us. Yeah, the Hilton came here,
06 it's lost its deal, but remember, Hilton came here, 1

07 stood here and said do not subordinate to the

08 Hilton or anybody else in there. Let them subordinate
09 that the city is always first if they want the loan.

10 Chris Doherty disagreed and went

11 and lost our $3 million. Now he wants to bail out the
12 Hilton. Well, the Hilton's a business. We're not in

13 the hotel business, no more than he took us out of the
14 golf course business.

15 If the Hilton wants to make it and

16 a new guy is coming in, that's fine. They already got
17 a $10 million benefit by not paying the state back.

18 They want us now to give them free parking and all kind
19 of other issues then that they want for free.

20 They're not in a position to

21 dictate. If they want something from this city and us



22 taxpayers are going to pay for it, we dictate the

23 rules.

24 They're going to pay the

25 $3 million, they're going to pay for the parking and
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01 everything else we give here, and we're not going to

02 walk away and give it away. And that's the firm stand
03 this city needs to take.

04 You know, we don't need the

05 commissioner coming in and the mayor say, We're going
06 to bail out a business to put themselves in debt and

07 put us in jeopardy because of bad business practices.

08 We don't need to continue it.

09 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you, Mr. Bolus.

10 MR. BOLUS: Okay. And I just want

11 to add one more thing here, if [ may, because I did get
12 side tracked, Paul Catalano wrote a store about the

13 decorum here at City Council, I take personal offense,
14 and I'm sure Mr. Keeler or anybody else would, to think
15 that we come here and do something different for

16 bashing and all. I believe here what we put across is

17 intelligent business.

18 The right to speak, free speech,

19 came from this forum, and I championed that as it was
20 brought up by Mr. Walsh, I'm the one that championed
21 it. If he wants to see decorum at its worst, let him

22 go to the Throop Council, because we're going to have
23 three women here, at the Throop Council meeting,

24 Mr. Jim Barnick, a councilman, does nothing but bash
25 and insult and degrade the three women of that Council.
0016

01 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

02 MR. BOLUS: If Catalano wants a

03 lesson, then he should go there --

04 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

05 MR. BOLUS: -- not criticize the

06 job being done here in the City of Scranton. I thank

07 you for your patience.

08 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you. Les

09 Spindler.

10 MR. SPINDLER: Good afternoon,

11 Council. Les Spindler. First of all, I want to say

12 that, I don't know if anybody knows, Regina Yetkowskas
13 is in the hospital, I want to wish her a speedy

14 recovery.

15 Last week I was rudely interrupted

16 during my comments by Mr. McTiernan, and Mr. McTiernan
17 also interrupted Mr. Davis and couldn't even get his



18 name correct, he called him a different name.

19 I don't think that's right. I

20 don't think we should be interrupted during our

21 comments here. When Council members speak, we don't
22 have the right to interrupt them, and I don't think we
23 should be interrupted here. So, I'm asking you,

24 Mr. DiBileo, to inform each councilperson, if they want
25 to make a comment, wait until we're done speaking or
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01 wait until their comments at the end of fifth order,

02 because I don't think it's right that we should be

03 interrupted or lose our train of thought.

04 MR. DIBILEO: I'll do that if that

05 occurs again, Mr. Spindler.

06 MR. SPINDLER: Because if [ am

07 interrupted again, I won't stop talking, I will keep

08 talking.

09 Next thing, I seen an article in

10 the paper the other day where we need more toilets at
11 Nay Aug, and this all has to do with Mr. Pilchesky

12 being up there taking measurements.

13 Now I know why Mr. Scopelliti had

14 him thrown out, he's afraid he would find something
15 wrong, which he did. The State Department -- the

16 State Health Department had to come in and tell the
17 city we have to put more toilets in because they don't
18 have enough for the amount of people that are in

19 there.

20 I wonder what else Mr. Pilchesky

21 could have found if he wasn't taken away by the

22 police.

23 I also want to comment on

24 something Mr. Keeler said last week. He told you,

25 Mr. DiBileo, that I shouldn't have been able to say
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01 something about how many cops we don't have anymore,
02 well, this is America, we do have our freedom of

03 speech, and I come up here and I either state my

04 opinion or I state facts.

05 And the fact is, we have 22 less

06 policemen now than when Chris Doherty took office. And
07 that's a fact. And that's right from the source.

08 And it was in the paper Sunday

09 that Chris Doherty said we can't afford any policemen.
10 Well, maybe if he didn't recklessly spend hundreds of
11 thousands of dollars on consultants and thrown away
12 money on appeals from arbitrators and judges, maybe
13 we'd have money to hire more cops.



14 Okay. And in Monday's paper,

15 there was an article with Mr. Pocius saying that

16 Gary DiBileo scheduled the August meetings just for his
17 own political agenda, and there was an article -- a

18 letter to the editor by Christine Bulkunis, I think,

19 saying that we're wasting our taxpayers' time and money
20 during August, and Mr. DiBileo didn't bother to put

21 down anything on the agenda for the August 11th

22 meeting. Well, if she knew what she was talking about,
23 the mayor sends down the agenda, not Council.

24 And back to this wasting our time

25 in August when we should be having meetings, it seems
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01 the reason that we're having these meetings in August,
02 Mr. DiBileo wanted to try and fix this Hilton

03 situation.

04 Now, in the paper the other day it

05 says, Hilton talks progressing, and it has the mayor's

06 picture and Mr. DiBileo. Well, the mayor had nothing
07 to do with this, I don't know why his picture is in

08 there, because it's Mr. DiBileo, Mr. Courtright and

09 Mrs. Evans that wanted these meetings, and I'm glad to
10 see that things are progressing, because we -- this

11 city can't afford to lose $3 million.

12 And from what I read, I don't know

13 all the details, but it looks like it's possible we

14 might save the $3 million. I give Mr. DiBileo and

15 Mr. Courtright and Mrs. Evans all the credit in the

16 world, and they are our true leaders, and that's

17 leadership we can believe in, not mayor leap year.

18 Thank you.

19 MR. DIBILEO: Andy Sbaraglia.

20 MR. SBARAGLIA: Andy Sbaraglia,

21 citizen of Scranton. Fellow Scrantonians, I heard a

22 lot of talk about the Hilton, about us losing the

23 $3 million, but the fact is we already paid over

24 $600,000 on that loan, so, hence, we probably would
25 stand by to lose $2,400,000, somewhere in that
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01 neighborhood, and we would lose that money over a

02 period of time and not all at once.

03 So the people that would suffer is

04 going to be minimal. I mean, the artists may not get

05 their money for their aisles, we might not be spending
06 out of there tearing down Scranton Lace, or we might be
07 spending money on more people that should be spending
08 their own engineering money to do their projects. That
09 would be the money that would probably be hit.



10 But let's look at what the

11 taxpayers would get, we would get this hotel back on
12 the tax rolls, and that's very important.

13 I would assume that they would pay

14 taxes in the neighborhood of about at least $60,000 or
15 $70,000 to the city a year.

16 Now, our parking garage, they want

17 180 spaces, I believe it was. I think they would

18 probably work out a deal where they would pay probably
19 $30 a month for each space, which would be very

20 minimal, but what would it do for the parking garage?
21 That would be $30,000 we would get.

22 That's money that can be used

23 instead of our meter money to pay for that garage. And
24 thing like that you've got to look at.

25 We stand, as taxpayers, we stand
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01 more to gain if you did nothing, than if you do

02 something, and that's the sad point of this problem.

03 As a taxpayer, we stand to gain more.

04 Now, you use a trickle down

05 effect, because them people may get in, they may spend
06 a dollar here, a dollar there, but there's no guarantee

07 of that, but we are guaranteed to get money -- tax

08 money for the Hilton full amount that's due, plus

09 income from our parking garage.

10 And without it, that parking

11 garage is going to fail. There's no question about

12 it. You can't afford to give anything for free. We're

13 in a sad state with them parking garages.

14 I can't understand how the

15 Scranton Redevelopment Authority transferred that

16 $12 million letter of credit to the parking garage. |

17 couldn't understand that, because I was, like I said

18 before, I was under the impression that was a turnkey
19 operation.

20 When the parking garage was fully

21 built, it would come under the Scranton Parking

22 Authority, but apparently it doesn't. It's under there

23 now because somehow or some way that $12 million line
24 of credit was transferred over to the parking garage.

25 That you should look into. I
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01 don't know how they did that. Because like I said

02 before, all their legislation said it's a turnkey

03 project, but unfortunately, it's done.

04 But it just goes to show you that

05 lots of money is being transferred without anybody ever



06 knowing, unless it's brought up on this floor.

07 If people don't ask questions to

08 you people, we don't get answers. There's nobody

09 printing what's happening inside the city, other than

10 what happens on this floor.

11 That's one thing -- I have to give

12 credit to 61, because they're doing a darn good job in
13 informing all the taxpayers of this city and

14 Lackawanna County what is happening and what they can
15 do to improve it. I thank you.

16 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you. John

17 Keeler.

18 MR. KEELER: John Keeler,

19 Orchard Street, Scranton, Pennsylvania, taxpayer. My
20 wife and I are homeowners there and have been for

21 27 years. Contrary to what was said here last week,

22 that's a considerable length of time.

23 I'm glad to see that my comments

24 were at least -- made some impact, but unfortunately

25 they have been misunderstood or completely
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01 misrepresented.

02 I never said I owned or was in

03 charge of any company, never mentioned the company by
04 name. I said I was a businessman, period, and never

05 made any representations as to where I worked or where
06 I didn't work.

07 As a matter of fact, I was kind of

08 surprised under what you mentioned earlier about

09 personalities and personal issues that that wasn't

10 stopped, that my name and where I worked, because it's
11 irrelevant where I work, as far as this proceeding is

12 concerned.

13 Number two, years ago I remember

14 watching my brother put on an oxygen pack and go into
15 Sunny's Shoe as the shoe store was burning down on

16 North Main and Jackson Street, and ever since then my
17 brother, who was a fireman for 25 years, who is now

18 deceased, I never had anything but the deepest respect
19 and regard for the fire department and the police

20 department in the City of Scranton, never.

21 They are, as far as I'm concerned,

22 the brave among the brave. And my heart and soul and
23 whatever I can do to help them, I'll always do.

24 And in my opinion, what's

25 happening here under Mayor Doherty is the best way to
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01 help them in the long-run is through the economic



02 development.

03 The city can no longer continue to

04 fund increases via tax revenue. The days of revenue

05 sharing and assistance from federal and state

06 governments are over. And the best way to continue

07 raising revenue that will supply the needed funds to

08 support the public safety will come from economic

09 development.

10 A good example of that is the

11 Tripp Park Housing Development which was initiated
12 under Mayor Connors. Mayor Connors had the foresight
13 to go through with this project, even in the midst of

14 considerable opposition.

15 Currently there's 112 homes built

16 in that development. Prior to that development being
17 undertaken, that property generated about $16,000 in
18 real taxes.

19 Now, they don't -- the property

20 values in there are KOZ; however, they do pay the

21 transfer tax on the sale of the building lots.

22 So, 112 building lots at $40,000

23 apiece, which is a number that I use as an average,

24 would equate to about $167,000 in transfer taxes, which
25 means that was ten years of $16,000 a year which would
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01 have been earned had it not been developed.

02 Number two, the houses that are

03 constructed are not constructed for free. The

04 individuals who build these houses have to get a

05 mortgage and pay the construction costs, which is about
06 $15 million at 112 homes.

07 That $15 million does multiply.

08 Economically, that's not a guess. That's a science.

09 Economic multipliers are a science, and that multiplier
10 is real.

11 The folks that build those houses

12 buy carpeting, refrigerators, stoves, they shop at

13 supermarkets, they buy cars, they buy light bulbs, they
14 buy prescriptions, they do all sorts of things that

15 benefit the community at large.

16 So, when folks get up here and

17 talk about things, they really should do their homework
18 a little bit.

19 As a matter of fact, the one

20 mistake I did make wasn't mentioned. I said

21 $908 billion, it's actually $908 million dollars.

22 So, I think that, you know,

23 there's a lot of issues. I remember the issue about



24 people paying to swim. When the James J. Walsh Swim
25 Complex was opened replacing Lake Lincoln, I went up
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01 there with my son, who was at the time just a little

02 kid, and we -- I remember going to the swim complex and
03 paying 50 cents for me to swim.

04 And the reason why I'll never

05 forget it is because the person who was collecting the
06 50 cents was my high school baseball coach, Ed Ferry.
07 And I said, What the heck are you doing here? He said,
08 Well, I'm collecting -- there's a fee to swim. So,

09 that's nothing new.

10 I'm not here to condone the fee to

11 swim, I don't know if it's good or bad, but it sure as

12 heck isn't new, and it's, you know, it just makes some
13 sense, I guess, to have people pay a little bit of

14 money so they'll respect and take care of a convenience
15 that's being provided to them by all the taxpayers.

16 Nay Aug Pool is underwritten by

17 every single taxpayer in the City of Scranton and

18 Lackawanna County, and in the State of Pennsylvania,
19 which, by the way, I pay taxes in Lackawanna County and
20 the State of Pennsylvania.

21 So, I think that there's, you

22 know, a little bit of misunderstanding going on here as
23 to what actually will take place benefiting everybody
24 by this economic development.

25 Everybody who lives in the City of
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01 Scranton and continues to live here will benefit from
02 the economic development that's being spearheaded by
03 Mayor Doherty's return to pride. Thank you.

04 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you,

05 Mr. Keeler. Lee Morgan.

06 MR. MORGAN: Good afternoon,

07 Council.

08 MR. DIBILEO: Good afternoon.

09 MR. MORGAN: The first thing I'd

10 like to say is the last gentleman who was just here

11 speaking, I'd like to say one thing, and that is this,

12 that KOZs I think can be a very valuable tool to this

13 city, and my opinion is contrary to everyone else's

14 opinion on this matter, and that I believe that KOZs

15 should be used for residential construction, and I

16 think that businesses should pay their fair share in

17 taxes.

18 I think it would definitely help

19 the city to build a lot of homes for working families



20 in this city, considering that when people work,

21 honestly, when you really consider all things, they

22 work wholesale, their labor is wholesale, so that the
23 people they work for can sell their products retail and
24 make money.

25 And I think what's happened here
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01 is we've misapplied KOZs to the point where every

02 business organization that comes here wants a free

03 ride.

04 And what's happening is we're

05 getting stuck, the school board, the school districts

06 are getting stuck funding education for children

07 without money, the city has had a freefall because

08 residents who live here are trying to get out of here

09 because they're covering the taxes that all these

10 businesses aren't paying.

11 And, you know, I have no beef with

12 a lot of things that are said here, but I'd just like

13 to make that point that the key to this city's

14 revitalization is residential development, and that's

15 all I have to say on that matter.

16 What I'd like to touch on is I'd

17 like to touch on a project that was spoke about last

18 night at the county commissioner's meeting that I think
19 has far-reaching implications for this city and is

20 probably the root of the major problems we have in this
21 community.

22 The county commissioners are

23 blindly going forward with a project, which I feel has
24 no merit. They're going to destroy the courthouse as
25 we know it, they're going to take a building, which
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01 they admit, their own experts admit, all right, cannot
02 be brought up to a usable standard because the age and
03 the way this facility was constructed.

04 And we're going to waste

05 $48 million doing that. And I think the only logical

06 approach to this project is to use the powers of

07 eminent domain, go behind the prison, where the prison
08 is now on North Washington Avenue, on the

09 Wyoming Avenue side, and construct a series of

10 courtrooms there.

11 You don't have to move the whole

12 staff from the Lackawanna County Courthouse in order to
13 do what they feel needs to be done. They're talking

14 about security, moving prisoners, etc., and I just

15 think it can be a lot more cost-effective, because when



16 you take a prisoner from the prison and transport him
17 to the courthouse, all that time that prisoner has to

18 have somebody with them, which leads to a lot of time,
19 okay?

20 Then you're talking about security

21 for the judges. Well, you know, they stated there's

22 too many entrances to the building presently, okay,

23 they're talking about a lack of security, and I just

24 think that when you build a building adjacent to the

25 prison, you make a walkway from the prison, either
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01 underground or skywalk, right into the facility.

02 The prison guard takes the

03 prisoner, gives him to the sheriff. The sheriff takes

04 the prisoner and takes him to the holding cell that may
05 be there or they call prisoners as they need them.

06 They're talking about sequestering

07 the jury because they don't want the jury to be around
08 people and prisoners, all right?

09 So, if you build a new facility,

10 then what you're going to be able to do is you're going
11 to be able to make separate pathways in and out of the
12 courtroom for the jurors.

13 The other thing is that the

14 courthouse itself, it needs to be cleaned up, it needs

15 to be renovated to some degree, okay, but I think that
16 when you move this project forward, what you do is you
17 take all the district justices all over the city and

18 you move them into the courthouse.

19 And why? Because we'll be able to

20 utilize the courtrooms that are there, we'll be able to

21 offer security to the district justices, because we

22 have to realize that at times they deal in very heated

23 situations.

24 We already have a screening

25 situation where somebody comes through there, they have
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01 a metal detector, we know what they're carrying, what's
02 going on, we can have more control.

03 This is absolutely a win/win

04 situation, okay? And I just think it's important to

05 use eminent domain, build the new judicial courtrooms
06 behind the prison, okay, and it also can be handicap

07 accessible.

08 There's a lot of things there.

09 There could secured parking for judges, there could be
10 a separate entrance for judges there, and I just don't

11 think that what we want to do is destroy the courthouse



12 square, all the monuments, all the history there, to

13 build a project like that, and it won't serve its

14 purpose and we can't use it like that. Thank you.

15 (WHEREUPON, Councilman McTiernan arrived.)

16 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you,

17 Mr. Morgan. Gunner Nole.

18 MR. NOLE: Good afternoon,

19 council. My name is Gunner Nole. I am from

20 West Scranton. I'm a taxpayer, a veteran, and a

21 resident as of '96, I returned here.

22 I'm here to speak about taxation,

23 fees, and a little bit about activity going on down in

24 Harrisburg right now relating as such.

25 But first I'd like to make a brief
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01 comment regarding KOZs. I believe Mr. Morgan has it
02 exactly backwards. The purpose of KOZs should be

03 primarily geared towards creating businesses which

04 create jobs.

05 We don't have a housing shortage

06 in Scranton right now. Everybody that builds a new

07 home in Scranton is two years tax exempt anyway,

08 whether in a KOZ or not, and I think KOZs in principal
09 are a good thing.

10 Maybe we're giving away too much

11 of the store, maybe we want to revist that and take a
12 look at how much time they get or whatever, but I think
13 pretty much everyone will agree that a lot of these

14 businesses wouldn't have come here without the KOZ.
15 And when you build a residential

16 house, you have people living in it. The city

17 government is not the Habitat for Humanity. The idea
18 is to create some incentive or make the business

19 climate less hostile to business, and by extending the
20 KOZ to business with a priority over residential is, it
21 creates jobs. So, that's all I'll say on that.

22 Regarding taxation, it's

23 unfortunate that Councilwoman Evans isn't here, because
24 this is what triggered me to come down here and talk
25 about it.
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01 There was something mentioned last

02 week regarding the EMS tax, about how we failed to
03 implement that and put that in our budget or whatever.
04 I do not believe in such taxes.

05 As a resident of Scranton, I'm subject to Scranton city
06 tax, the school district tax, the county tax,

07 Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania tax, and



08 of course federal taxes, and not to mention all the gas
09 tax and sales taxes and whatnot.

10 I don't think any other borough or

11 city or municipality has the constitutional authority

12 to tax me, in fact I've read the Constitution last

13 night, I didn't see anything in there.

14 For example, the EMS tax, I guess

15 the maximum is $52, and that was authorized by Act 222,
16 which modified 511, and Harrisburg essentially decided
17 they have the Constitutional authority to allow some

18 other borough to tax someone that doesn't live there,

19 nor can they vote there.

20 I can't vote for anybody in

21 Moosic, I can't vote for anybody in Taylor or

22 Carbondale, whoever charges that $52. Why should I be
23 subject to that tax?

24 Well, I shouldn't be, because in

25 Section 31 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, they're
0034

01 prohibited from delegating certain powers to these

02 other bodies, so I would submit that the EMS tax is not
03 only unconstitutional, it's bad policy.

04 We don't like other people taxing

05 us from other boroughs, why should we leading the

06 charge in taxing other people that don't even live

07 here?

08 Mrs. Evans referred to it as a

09 missed opportunity. I would submit to you all that

10 that's just a polite way of saying a tax increase.

11 And I don't think Pennsylvanians

12 and Scrantonians are in the mood for any more tax

13 increases. I've been listening to City Council all

14 spring and summer long, and I hear various arguments on
15 various issues, but the one common thread is, We're

16 over taxed.

17 And a lot of citizens are losing

18 confidence that their money is being mismanaged.

19 There's an endless parade of horror stories of how the
20 money is mismanaged, and that can be debated, where |
21 have my positions on certain things, but the common
22 thread is, I don't think we should give anybody one

23 more nickel of our tax dollars until we start getting

24 things right and the money is not being mismanaged or
25 misspent or abused. So, that's what I'd like to say on
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01 the EMs tax.

02 Also, Act 72 is floated with the

03 school board. I know this isn't a City Council issue,



04 but nonetheless, if Harrisburg is so confident in these
05 acts and all this gambling money that's going to come
06 pouring in, we shouldn't be getting a rebate, we should
07 be getting a prebate. Give us the money now without
08 forcing us to raise wage taxes for the school district.

09 If you're so confident we're going

10 to be getting all these $3 billion in gambling, give us
11 a prebate, pay us up front right now and then let the

12 money come in.

13 So, I don't think Harrisburg is

14 very confident, and they've abused their Constitutional
15 authority again by giving themselves a pay raise.

16 I mean it clearly says in

17 Section 8, it can't talk effect during the year they

18 were elected, yet they tried to pull it off, and they

19 got caught with it.

20 So, I'm hoping this is the

21 beginning of a taxpayer uprising, and the taxpayers

22 won't stand for any of this.

23 As we all know in this room,

24 there's an election this November, and this is the

25 greatest point in the four-year period where the
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01 taxpayers have any leverage or any persuasion over the
02 people we're about to elect to office.

03 So, I think -- I would urge people

04 to contact the candidates, the incumbents, and anybody
05 else involved in this election, how they feel about

06 being taxed, especially since we're about -- I can't

07 confirm it, but I believe we're the second highest

08 taxed city next to Philadelphia. Pittsburgh may have
09 us over, if you add up some of the other things.

10 So, that's all I'll say about that.

11 And one last thing real quick

12 regarding the pool fees, I think we have an opportunity
13 to settle this once and for all, and I don't see any --

14 I've heard good arguments why there should be pool fees
15 and I've heard good arguments why there should not be,
16 I say we put a referendum and put the question on the
17 ballot this November and we can settle this once and
18 for all, and then all the incumbents and the candidates
19 don't have to worry about getting anything on their

20 fingers on that one. Let the voters decide how they

21 want to go with that. Thank you for your time.

22 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you,

23 Mr. Nole. Larry McAndrew.

24 MR. McANDREW: Good afternoon,

25 Council. Larry McAndrew. Good afternoon, ladies and
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01 gentlemen.

02 I first off want to say that

03 August 30, this coming Tuesday at 7 p.m., The Scranton
04 Lackawanna County Taxpayers and Citizen Group will meet
05 here at City Council chambers. All is welcome.

06 A follow-up on Mr. Nole's

07 suggestion about taxation, I agree, we are definitely

08 overtaxed. Our county government, our school board,
09 and our city government, we are definitely overtaxed.
10 We hear constantly supporters

11 saying what a great job this Mayor Chris Doherty has
12 done for the city, and I have to say this, that there

13 has been improvements downtown, but the bottom line,
14 ladies and gentlemen is, this city is $120 million in

15 the hole.

16 It is still a distressed city

17 under this administration. And how do we start

18 correcting this? By cooperation, sitting down with our
19 police and with our firemen unions and negotiate,

20 getting this settled. This hasn't been done. These

21 people deserve a fair salary for the work that they

22 do. We cannot continue on the way we are. This must
23 be resolved.

24 With the prices at the gas pump

25 and the country the way it is and with winter
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01 approaching, utility bills, medication and so forth,

02 this city will have to raise their taxes, our school

03 board most likely will have to raise their taxes, and

04 our county definitely will have to raise the taxes

05 again if they go on with this project for the

06 courthouse.

07 Where do they expect the people,

08 the taxes, to come from? We cannot go on like this any
09 longer. We must make changes and make them now.

10 We have a new direction to

11 follow. That's why this taxpayer citizen group was

12 formed, to get accountability in our government, and we
13 will. We thank you.

14 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you,

15 Mr. McAndrew. J.B. Davis. And welcome to

16 Mr. McTiernan.

17 MR. DAVIS: That Lithuanian fellow

18 that started us all off tonight, I have to tell you

19 this, when I first -- the first time I came to this

20 City Council, he was the first person when I finished
21 to come up to me and said, You've got to come back.



22 We've joked with each other, we've

23 talked with each other, and I've always respected him.
24 He was the first that I know of, he's one of the older
25 that came to me and said, You've got to come back,
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01 you've got to come back, and I respect him for that.

02 But I also respect him because of

03 his age, and I respect him because of his wisdom. He's
04 a very wise man. Okay. I've given you your credit.

05 I'm very disappointed with the

06 school board that I've gone -- I went to their meeting
07 on Monday evening, and after much of my attempts and
08 pleas to hire minorities in the teaching profession in
09 Scranton, I find it neither professional nor

10 paraprofessionals were hired.

11 I know of four at least who have

12 graduated -- are graduating in the educational

13 profession and have applied for positions there that

14 are minorities. None of them were hired. I also know
15 of two that were paraprofessionals that applied and

16 none were hired.

17 So, excuse me those of you thought

18 it would change. What we have to do is change those
19 who are making the decisions, those who are the elected
20 officials, because those are the ones that actually

21 made the decisions.

22 Please do not -- do not give up

23 your right to vote. You have to stay in there, and |

24 plead you to, if you desire to, if you -- if there's no

25 one on the election selection that you care to vote
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01 for, perhaps what you should do is to look again at

02 your registration.

03 Call the board of elections,

04 change your registration to independent, take a pen

05 with you and write in the name that you desire to have
06 in there, if necessary, but do not give up your right

07 to vote. It is our only manner, it is our only way of

08 empowering ourselves and the future and in the

09 present.

10 We're working now towards an open

11 forum. We're working with those of us who understand
12 and those of us who do not understand. There are many
13 people that understand what is being said here, and

14 there are many who don't understand, and I've been told
15 this, and they don't know how to bring forth their

16 problems so they can be answered.

17 My time, like your time, is spent



18 answering questions, and a lot who are very sincere,
19 too. This is no BS that they're giving me, excuse my
20 language, but this is reality.

21 People want to be involved, but

22 they don't want to feel ignorant. They don't want to
23 go into situations where they will feel ignorant at the
24 end of it or unanswered.

25 You parents of minorities out
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01 there who are listening to me, look at those that were
02 registered to be elected in November, and if you've
03 seen the results of what they've said and what they've
04 done, you don't have to vote for them.

05 But you have to think what is

06 going to be best for your child in the near future and
07 in the coming future, and we've got to change those
08 things that are not eligible for us right now.

09 We've got to change the situation

10 of being empowered, as adverse to being unempowered, if
11 we can. And we can do that, and I think the only way
12 we can do that at this point in time is our ability to

13 vote.

14 The crosswalks, excuse me, that's

15 the end of it. I promise not to be political, and I

16 know we're not supposed to be political at this quorum.
17 The crosswalks right out here

18 on -- Jay, when are they going to paint the crosswalks
19 right out here at Mulberry Street and Washington

20 Avenue, if you would be so kind.

21 MR. SAUNDERS: I'll check into

22 that, Mr. Davis.

23 MR. DAVIS: You don't know?

24 MR. SAUNDERS: I'm just the city

25 clerk.
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01 MR. DIBILEO: We're going to try

02 to get a date for you on that, Jim. Appreciate your

03 comments, and I'm actually going to mention that when
04 we have a chance to talk.

05 MR. DAVIS: It's embarrassing.

06 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

07 That's it for the sign-in sheet. Are there any other

08 speakers?

09 MR. JOHNSON: Good afternoon, City

10 Council and staff. Sometimes you get mixed up if the
11 meetings are going to be on twelve o'clock or seven 7
12 o'clock, you know? It's erratic, you know?

13 I didn't know about it until



14 today, you know, so it should be at one uniform time,
15 like at seven o'clock, instead of twelve and seven and
16 whatsoever, you know.

17 Erik Johnson, resident of

18 Scranton. And by the way, I have -- I mean, all my

19 speeches are made by and prepared by me, nobody else.
20 All voices need to be heard

21 without harassment, regardless of even if there is a

22 minority of the speakers differ from the majority voice
23 of the speakers present here.

24 Even that voice must be heard if

25 it's rebuttal from any blistering attacks voiced by any
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01 particular speakers who has their speech prepared by
02 someone else and are questioned about such information
03 prepared by a second party beside themselves.

04 Since the Sunshine Law was honored

05 by the Honorable Judge Mazzoni, if any speaker genders
06 to a self-disputed problem concerning he or herself

07 resulting a personal harm done within the City of

08 Scranton's system or a person with a law degree that is
09 tutored to harass a certain speaker from having his or
10 her Constitutional right to speak at the podium of the

11 City Council meeting, without being harassed because of
12 a different opinion of a political agenda or even a

13 personal preference regarding our military matters,

14 federal matters, state or school, county matters, which
15 all of these matters have an everyday impact, not only
16 in our City of Scranton, but every city or town in

17 America.

18 Scranton resident speakers and

19 City Council members have been ridiculously harassed
20 and unruly to the point where they are intimidated and
21 are afraid to speak out their opinion for fear of

22 retaliation and loud outcries from the audience or

23 other speakers.

24 We are a city in the United States

25 of America which is a free democracy country where the
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01 price we pay to keep it free and democratic is not by

02 all means free.

03 We pay the price of freedom in the

04 past. Lives were lost battling the British for our

05 independence in two wars, the Germans, along with the
06 Japanese in the second war.

07 We had to keep the soviets at bay

08 during the Cold War, and now we have a war here

09 looming -- here and abroad that seems invisible and



10 unpredictable with a demeanor of an evil, cowardly,

11 cold blooded murdering hyena trying to devour our

12 freedom by threatening or even committing terrorist
13 cold blooded cowardly murders.

14 So, knowing that I have a daughter

15 that was in the service as a marine and she fought for
16 this country, and also my son who is a policeman in

17 Wilkes-Barre fighting crime every day, the bottom line
18 is, I may someday exercise my free right of speech of
19 unjustified and untrue facts regarding me and certain
20 malice people here in Scranton trying to prevent me to
21 live a happy free American life here in Scranton, which
22 1 have paid and my family have paid very dearly in the
23 past to this present day, which resulted in punitive

24 damages that cannot be reversed without court action.
25 As God as my witness, [ will fight
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01 for my Constitutional right to be a free American, as
02 well as my daughter did as a Marine, and my son as a
03 police officer in Wilkes-Barre. Thank you.

04 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you,

05 Mr. Johnson.

06 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: Good afternoon,

07 Council. Charlie Newcomb. Did we receive anything
08 from the administration on the ponding problem on

09 Cameron Avenue? I've been waiting for two months.
10 MR. DIBILEO: Mr. Saunders, do you

11 have anything?

12 MR. SAUNDERS: Nothing yet.

13 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: Well, I'm going

14 to file legal action if I don't receive anything by

15 next week, so you can pass this message along.

16 MR. SAUNDERS: I'll send that out.

17 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: Thank you.

18 It's really a shame as you go around this city and see
19 how the people of Scranton are divided right down the
20 middle.

21 It kind of reminds you of before

22 the Berlin Wall came down, in my opinion, and the

23 separation of East Germany and West Germany, and it's a
24 shame that it has to be that way. Either you're

25 intimidated or you're not intimidated or some people
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01 try to be intimidated and they don't succeed.

02 I would also, I guess, Jay, like

03 to request a copy of the water bill for Nay Aug Park
04 for this summer for the months of June, July and

05 current.



06 Have you received any of the

07 totals for the Summer In The City advertising yet that
08 I know I've asked for and that you've asked for.

09 MR. DIBILEO: Let me ask

10 Mr. Saunders if --

11 MR. SAUNDERS: Before this meeting

12 Sara Hailstone called me, she's the director of OECD,
13 she said that she's compiling the bills, but she

14 doesn't have them all compiled yet.

15 When we first requested it, she

16 sent out requests for the bills to actually be

17 forwarded to her, so as soon as she gets them, she said
18 she'll have them to us by next week.

19 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: Thank you. |

20 made a comment when I was here last week and told you a
21 quick synopsis of a story for somebody who attempted to
22 intimidate myself and my wife, and it's kind of funny
23 because I don't agree with the majority of what this

24 mayor does, but I forgot to say last week about how she
25 made a very harsh statement in regards to our police
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01 department, and she stated that because she drives

02 around with a Mayor Doherty bumper sticker on that it
03 seems to be that she's a target by police when she

04 parks and so on, and that that's criminal.

05 Well, I think that that's

06 statement is quite criminal to say that because you

07 drive around with a certain bumper stick on your car,
08 that you're a target for police. I just think that

09 that's totally ludicrous and total nonsense.

10 I think our police department is

11 much more professional than to go out and target

12 somebody because of a bumper sticker. And how do you
13 know that all of the police aren't in support of a

14 certain political candidate?

15 So, I just think that that's a

16 real harsh statement, and that just goes to sum up the
17 people that try to intimidate others.

18 MR. DIBILEO: Let's, you know, for

19 the record state that, you know, our police department
20 is in no way going to discriminate in doing their job.
21 They're totally professional --

22 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: I agree.

23 MR. DOHERTY: -- and no question

24 even needs to be raised there.

25 MR. NEWCOMB, JR.: I agree. And
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01 that's why I kind of took offense to it to know that



02 somebody would make a statement like that, because |
03 think that's ludicrous.

04 There is also -- I also attended

05 the meeting last night for the commissioners for the

06 courthouse, and I think it's going to have an impact --
07 well, it will have an impact on the people that live in

08 the City of Scranton when it comes to tax time, it will
09 affect everybody in Lackawanna County, but especially
10 the people in Scranton, since we are the bulk of the

11 taxes that Lackawanna County receives.

12 And I listened to the judges that

13 were there and stated how they need space, and they do,
14 and I saw the slides that show some of the deplorable
15 conditions that they have in the courthouse, and they

16 do need attention and they need attention quick, but

17 $48 and a half million is a pretty big price tag for

18 somebody to swallow when you just got a 48 percent tax
19 increase.

20 And it was brought up at the

21 meeting last evening, and I encourage Council to watch
22 this meeting, especially the comments from the public,
23 that it was brought out that we're $14 million over

24 what other courthouses have been designed for in the
25 similar square footage, so we can't build the
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01 Taj Mahal because we can't afford it, so I'm just

02 asking City Council to watch this meeting and kind of
03 give your input, if possible.

04 And I don't know what your

05 interests are, and it's none of my business, but for

06 everybody to really watch what goes on in this, because
07 we can't afford any more tax increases.

08 And I also saw in the paper

09 amongst some of the articles last week that it stated

10 it was $268 for a legal ad, that's pretty funny when

11 you drive down the street and you see all these banners
12 for Summer In The City and all that, and when you drive
13 down the street and you look up, people need to know
14 that that money is paid for by HUD, and that money --
15 HUD money is usually used to pave streets or whatever.
16 So, when you drive down that bumpy

17 street and you look up and you see that sign, you can

18 thank them, because that's where your money is going.
19 And that's all I have for now. Thank you.

20 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

21 MR. NARSAVITCH: Good afternoon.

22 My name is Stan Narsavitch, city resident, definitely a
23 taxpayer. I would like to remind the people to go back



24 about three and a half years or so when

25 Councilman Doherty was running for mayor, it seemed
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01 that he had two things that he always brought out at
02 meetings, one was a picture of his family, which was
03 very nice, and the other was the recovery plan.

04 And we heard a lot about the

05 recovery plan, but since after the election, I don't

06 know what happened to the recovery plan. So, I dug out
07 a copy I had. I cleaned the cobwebs off it and the

08 moth balls and I started going through it, and the one
09 thing that we couldn't find, a couple friends of mine
10 and myself, was where it's explained in this recovery
11 plan, I couldn't find the section that explains how the
12 city hall wages could increase by approximately

13 $3 million in less than four years.

14 I'd like to know how that was

15 handled, where that money came from, how they were able
16 to do that.

17 And aside from that, I'd like to

18 know about five and $10,000 bonuses that were given and
19 how new jobs were created and new hires were taking
20 place. I saw nothing in the recovery plan for that.

21 So, I would appreciate it if

22 somebody -- well, it would have to be somebody that
23 gets to see the mayor, remember evidently because we
24 don't get to see him anymore. He also disappeared

25 after the election.
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01 And I get the -- I have the

02 feeling that he doesn't want to come out in the public
03 and face questions, because naturally they wouldn't be
04 pre-scripted questions and he might have a tough time
05 answering them.

06 So, I can't get to ask him about

07 them, so maybe one of the people here that get into his
08 office, there's a couple I believe are able to get into

09 his office, maybe they can find that out and bring it

10 forward at a meeting sometime. That's all I have,

11 Council. Thank you.

12 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

13 MR. GERVASI: Good afternoon,

14 gentleman.

15 MR. JOHNSON: Thank you,

16 Mr. Gervasi. Chris is a tough act to follow.

17 MR. GERVASI: I know. That's why

18 I didn't want him to go first, you know? You don't

19 want to follow Chris.



20 Good afternoon, ladies and

21 gentlemen. My name is Dave Gervasi, I'm a member of
22 the fire department and taxpayer and resident of the

23 city.

24 A few comments to make on some of

25 the speakers, I noticed that when Mr. Keeler was up
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01 here, he said that the mayor's economic development
02 policies are going to raise revenues and that would be
03 good for the police and fire departments, well, I

04 worked with Mr. Keeler's brother, he was an excellent
05 firefighter, had a lot of respect from the department,

06 but I was just curious if Mr. Keeler actually read the

07 sections of the recovery plan that have nothing to do

08 with the city's recovery that just has to deal with

09 control and actually taking us back years and years and
10 years to when there could be political abuses with the
11 language that's in it, I wonder how he feels about that
12 or how his brother would have felt about that.

13 And as far as raising revenues

14 with KOZs, I wonder if he did any studies on the

15 City of Philadelphia that has been doing this for

16 years, having many numerous economic development
17 policies where the State Legislature actually wanted to
18 do a review of the successes of KOZs, because it seems,
19 from what I've read, that businesses will move in, take
20 advantage of the tax status, and as soon as the KOZs

21 are over, they leave.

22 So, to me, I mean, I kind of feel

23 I'm a fairly rational guy, it just seems that KOZs seem
24 to be just a corporate Welfare giveaway to certain

25 people who donate to campaigns. I could be wrong, but
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01 that's just my opinion.

02 KOZ in town, again, I have nothing

03 bad to say about Southern Union, other than I was

04 wondering if we found out yet, because the mayor said
05 in a Wilkes-Barre newspaper that we gave $1 million in
06 economic development package to have them move here,
07 and we know the result of that $1 million, but then

08 Ms. Hailstone said we gave nothing, so I'm just

09 curious, did we give a million dollars to Southern

10 Union or did we not? Does anybody know the answer to
11 that?

12 MR. DIBILEO: Mr. Saunders, did

13 you receive anything from the administration on that

14 question?

15 MR. SAUNDERS: No, but I'll check



16 into that again.

17 MR. DIBILEO: Okay. Please.

18 MR. GERVASI: Thank you. The

19 other thing I'd like to bring up, and I'm glad to see

20 Mr. Kelly and Ms. Shedlock's here, there has been

21 issues about Channel 61, I mentioned this probably

22 three or four weeks ago, that there seems to be a

23 concerted effort with some of the powers to be in this
24 area, that there's a problem with Channel 61, there's

25 problems with speakers that come up here, they think
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01 they're just bashing the mayor, maybe you should get
02 your pen out, because I have a few comments on that.
03 I touched on this last week and I

04 said that, for instance, what you don't read about in

05 the paper are things that are actually happening,

06 factual things that are happening, and then the Doherty
07 side loves to come and send people here to complain
08 about live TV as it unfolds and talk about our

09 government.

10 Well, I mean, just today I got a

11 call from one of my members that there was a person
12 walking around North Scranton and they were handing out
13 flyers for the free neighborhood concerts that are

14 going on, does anyone know if the city is paying for
15 those concerts, if the taxpayers are paying for those

16 concerts? There was one in Green Ridge the other day
17 on Woodlawn Street and there's one going to take place
18 up on Theodore Street.

19 But what gets me is if the

20 taxpayers are paying for these bands and to run these
21 concerts, why then the person handing out that flyer is
22 wearing a Chris Doherty For Mayor T-shirt and having a
23 pad and pencil and asking questions about whether the
24 people are voting for Mayor Doherty or not?

25 It kind of seems like a quasi
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01 taxpayer paid campaign activity maybe, just like the
02 banners.

03 Restoring The Pride, if people

04 don't realize, Restoring The Pride is not the city's

05 symbol, Restoring The Pride is the mayor's campaign
06 symbol, and we have it now over every economic

07 development package that's going on, his name on it, |
08 don't see any Council members' names on it, and we have
09 Restoring The Pride all over the place.

10 We have his face and pictures on

11 banners and on signs and billboards all around town,



12 and I'm hearing that the last campaign I think cost

13 probably about $10,000, the last thing I heard on some
14 of those advertisements he's doing, and we're

15 advertising within the city telling people to check out
16 nice things in the city with the mayor's face on it.

17 To me, that's nothing more, and,

18 again, it's just my opinion, it's nothing more than the
19 mayor using public dollars, taxpayers' dollars, to

20 enhance his political chances. I don't see anything

21 about that in the paper.

22 Now I'm told by Mr. Kelly that he

23 wants to do a story on the problems people are having
24 on Channel 61, and he wants to interview everyone and
25 get our opinions on it, which I will be glad to give my
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01 opinion on it.

02 My problem is, how come nobody is

03 complaining about -- I believe Mr. Pocius was in one
04 the other day. As soon as you see these Council

05 meetings, you see a -- the mayor talking about his --

06 touting his accomplishments on Channel 61.

07 That's free, it's unscripted, no

08 one can debate the issues, it's just a political

09 advertisement, as far as I'm concerned, about how

10 wonderful things are, and in most cases, taking credit
11 for things that he had nothing to do with it,

12 especially the Market Street Bridge.

13 If my memory serves me correctly,

14 and correct me if I'm wrong, wasn't Councilman Doherty
15 the one who insisted to the state to stop the -- put

16 the sanctions on the city that delayed that project for
17 two years? Correct me if I'm wrong, but I believe

18 that's the truth, also.

19 So, I've been saying for weeks now

20 that people are trying to shut these cameras down. If
21 you notice, this Council meeting used to run three days
22 a week all during the week until the new meeting, now
23 it's running seven in the morning, seven at night for

24 three days.

25 I'm sure the people from Scranton
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01 Tomorrow or Scranton Today are getting pressured that
02 this is a political thing, but as far as I'm concerned,

03 you can't do a political thing, because when people

04 come up here and speak their mind, number one, it's the
05 Constitution that gives them the right to do it, and we
06 have to -- I have to praise Mr. DiBileo, because he's

07 the one who fought to keep these cameras running, and



08 now there's a concerted effort to have this shut down,
09 too?

10 You know what my saying is,

11 because now the truth does come out and information
12 does come out at these meetings, let them try. Let

13 them try to shut these cameras down before this

14 election. I think that will completely seal the

15 Mayor's fate in this next election. Thank you for the

16 opportunity to speak.

17 MS. WILLIAMS: Good afternoon,

18 Council.

19 MR. DIBILEO: Good afternoon.

20 MS. WILLIAMS: I ran here. I

21 didn't know you were meeting at twelve today. I come
22 here today to follow up on a few issues from past

23 Council meetings.

24 First, Mr. DiBileo, I want to once

25 again courage you to bring the issue of loan
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01 consolidation up for another vote when all members of
02 Council are able to vote on it.

03 You have already voted yes on this

04 issue, and Mr. McTiernan and Mr. Pocius are on record
05 as supporting it. If you truly support this issue,

06 then I am sure you will bring this important matter

07 before Council for a vote once again when all members
08 are present.

09 On the issue of the creation of

10 3,000 jobs, I notice that on Mr. Doherty's website the
11 breakdown of the 3,000 jobs has been posted.

12 Last week Mr. Spindler said he

13 would not attend any more City Council meetings if
14 3,000 jobs had in fact been created. The truth is that

15 more than 3,000 jobs have been created.

16 I have the proof, and thankfully

17 the good people of Northeastern Pennsylvania will not
18 have to listen to Mr. Spindler's weekly negative rants
19 any longer.

20 A friend of mine watched the

21 City Council meeting for the first time last week, and
22 this was a comment, if [ were a businessman thinking
23 about moving my business to Scranton and saw what goes
24 on at City Council, I wouldn't even stop for gas in the
25 city, much less move a business here.
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01 With so much negativity here at

02 Council, it's even more amazing what Mayor Doherty has
03 managed to accomplish.



04 We need a positive campaign like

05 Summer In The City to counter the negative and the

06 negativity of City Council.

07 I have positive feelings about the

08 City of Scranton and I'm proud of the progress this

09 city has made.

10 Four years ago Mayor Doherty

11 promised to clean up our city parks and revitalize our
12 downtown. He has kept his promise. I have the proof
13 here, so maybe Mr. Spindler won't be coming to the

14 meetings anymore. Do you have the proof, Mr. DiBileo?
15 MR. DIBILEO: I'd be happy to take

16 that from you, if you're ready. Thank you. Appreciate
17 that.

18 MS. WILLIAMS: So, once again, the

19 proof is there about the 3,000 jobs, and I just want to

20 thank Mayor Doherty and Mr. McTiernan and Mr. Pocius
21 and former Council members who have made the city come
22 along, so I'm so proud to be a Scrantonian right now.

23 Thank you.

24 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

25 MR. DIBILEO: Are there any other
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01 speakers?

02 MR. SLEDZINSKI: Thanks for the

03 comment, John.

04 MR. POCIUS: How are you, Chris?

05 MR. SLEDZINSKI: Pretty good. How

06 are you, John? A little bit, Gar?

07 MR. DIBILEO: Yeah, sure.

08 Whatever you need.

09 MR. SLEDZINSKI: Good afternoon,

10 Council. Jay, I got a problem to ask you, Buddy,

11 Jackson Street, right, you know where that school is on
12 Jackson Street, Jay, Jackson Street School is, they

13 need a crossing sign up there, Jay. Will you do that

14 this week for me?

15 MR. SAUNDERS: Yeah.

16 MR. SLEDZINSKI: Okay. Thank you.

17 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you.

18 MS. KRAKE: Good afternoon,

19 Council. My name is Nancy Krake.

20 MR. DIBILEO: Good afternoon.

21 MS. KRAKE: It was interesting to

22 see two members of the Scranton Times employees here
23 this afternoon. The Scranton Times financially

24 contributed to this Mayor's campaign and then endorsed
25 that same person.
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01 I believe all four publishers

02 simultaneously and endorsed this mayor, so I'm sure
03 that's one of the reasons that our side of the story

04 never gets out, and that is, in my opinion, one of the
05 biggest reasons that there is such a division in this
06 community.

07 And I also feel that it's very sad

08 that the mayor has chosen never to come here, even
09 though he had promised to come here when he was a
10 councilman.

11 Apparently the Scranton Times can

12 do that for him. He has his own newspaper, which we do
13 not have. So, I think we're very lucky to have

14 Channel 61, and any efforts that anyone puts forth to
15 try to take this program off the air, I'm sure will

16 backfire on them completely.

17 It's the only way the other side

18 of the story get out. It is not the employees' fault

19 that the city is in financial trouble. When

20 Mayor Connors left office we had a surplus, and this
21 mayor has, unfortunately some people are calling it
22 negative, but the truth is the truth, driven us further
23 into debt. And that's all I have to say this week.

24 Thank you.

25 MR. DIBILEO: Thank you. If
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01 here's no further speaker.

02 MR. WALSH: 5-A, motions.

03 MR. DIBILEO: Mr. McTiernan, any

04 motions or comments?

05 MR. McTIERNAN: Yes. First a

06 question for Mr. Saunders, last week the majority of
07 Council approved a subpoena resolution, what is the
08 status of that, Mr. Saunders?

09 MR. SAUNDERS: Mr. McTiernan, I

10 think that you would have to talk to the solicitor on
11 that. During the week we have talked about it, but --
12 MR. McTIERNAN: So, it's still in

13 process, I guess, that's fair to say?

14 MR. SAUNDERS: Yes.

15 MR. McTIERNAN: Thank you. Could

16 I just ask simply, Mr. Saunders, if you would take the
17 lead on making a request to the parties involved in
18 that subpoena or listed in that subpoena for the

19 information that was requested, could you just make
20 that overture for us, since there is obviously a

21 process to go through, possibly we could get that



22 information quicker, more quickly, I guess I should

23 say, before the subpoena actually i