
2009 Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast  
Celebrates Hope
The 2009 Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast will be held Friday 
October 30th at 7:45 a.m. in the Radisson Hotel 
Lackawanna Station. Ms. Debbie Dunleavy, assistant vice 
president for marketing at First Liberty Bank and Trust 
and former news anchor for WDAU-TV will be featured 
speaker or the event. Over 600 people are expected 
to attend including high school and college students, 
business and community leaders, the elderly and disabled. 
Participants will break bread with current and former 
mayors and other elected officials from throughout 
Lackawanna County. For additional information contact 
the Voluntary Action Center at 346-7516. 

The fall of 1963 seemed like a simpler time than today. But the events of that November 22nd are etched indelibly 
in anyone old enough to remember the tragic events in Dallas, Texas that day. Many believe the world has never 
been the same. 

The Scranton Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast was founded in the autumn of 1963. Founders included Mr. Claude Martin, 
Atty. John Lenahan, Atty. Emmanuel Laster, Mr. Harry Gordon and the Honorable William T. Schmidt, then the 
Mayor of the City of Scranton. 

The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast is certainly a spiritual event, but the underlying purpose is to shine a bright light on 
the core humanity we all share. Indeed, the objective of this gathering is to overcome barriers among people who 
share this unique region and to create an atmosphere of respect in our community regardless of an individual’s 
religious beliefs. 

The event is both ecumenical and democratic. The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast brings men and women from all of 
life’s stations, should-to-shoulder, under one roof. It is our community’s call to prayer, a time for reflection and 
spiritual renewal. 

Rose Broderick, chairperson of the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast Committee said, “There is more that unites us than 
divides us. That fact is the core of this community’s greatness. This event is an annual reminder that people of 
all faiths contribute to the life of our community, and it takes a collective effort to overcome religious and ethnic 
barriers that might divide us.” 

Each year the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast Committee decides upon a theme for the event. Appropriately, the theme 
for 2009 is Hope. Speaker for this year’s event is Ms. Debbie Dunleavy, assistant vice president for marketing at 
First Liberty Bank and Trust and former news anchor for WDAU-TV.  

Featured Speaker Ms. Debbie Dunleavy


